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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

Because of Covid, we
were unable to arrange
any talks this year. As a
result, we are happy to
offer members a refund
on their subscription. Just
contact the treasurer,
John Boardman, and he
will send you a cheque.

We hope to arrange
some forthcoming
activities for next season
when the situation
becomes clearer.

EARLIEST MAP OF THE CASTLE

The first map to show an outline of Hanley’s castle can be found in a magnificent
tapestry of Worcestershire made around 1590. The original map is no longer
intact, having suffered some damage, possibly during the Civil War, but a copy
made in the 17th century is now in the V & A Museum. Measuring 16'9" by 13'9",
it has rarely been on public display and, because of this, retains vivid colours of
yellow, red, green and blue.

The map was commissioned by the wealthy landowner Ralph Sheldon, who
wanted to make an impression by building a new  mansion in Warwickshire, on
the border with  Worcestershire, Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire. He decided to
commission a set of tapestries to hang on the walls of his new hall, each
showing one of the four counties. They are based on the county surveys of
Christopher Saxton with roads added, which did not feature on Saxton's maps,
and pictures of towns and country houses.

Although the Constable of Hanley Castle, Sir William Compton, sold most of
the castle’s external dressed stone and woodwork in 1520 to pay for his
expenses at the Field of the Cloth of Gold (at which he was one of Henry VIII’s
champions), enough of it was left for the antiquary John Leland to describe it in
the mid-16th century as a large square building with a turreted tower at each
angle, with a keep in the north-west corner. This keep and three chimneys rising
from towers can be seen on the map.

Queen Elizabeth, who travelled extensively and enjoyed hunting,  is known to
have visited Worcester in 1575. It is not unreasonable to suppose that she
visited Malvern Chase and perhaps even Blackmore Park, which she had sold to
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John Hornyold in 1548 and
which is also shown on the map
surrounded by a wooden
palisade. 

During the Civil War, the
Sheldon family supported the
Royalist cause, resulting in their
lands being confiscated. With
the restoration of the monarchy
in 1660, their estates were
returned to them and Ralph
Sheldon II commissioned copies
of two of the tapestries, those of
Oxfordshire and Worcestershire. 

[With thanks to the landscape
consultant Carly Tinkler, who
discovered the map in the V & A
Museum while researching
Blackmore Park.]

MULTI-TALENTED
TENANT FARMER

The Village Society has
recently acquired a silver
medal designed by the
innovative Hanley Castle
tenant farmer William Moore,
who farmed at Cottage Farm
(now Whittemere) and
Holloway Farm. In 1852 at
Holloway he introduced the
first mechanical implement in
Worcestershire - an American
reaping machine requiring two
horses and two men, a driver
and a raker. The London
Evening News reported that
the labourers refused to work it
or follow it to bind up the
sheaves of corn. One night the
machine was demolished and
a reward was offered for the
discovery of what the papers
called "the perpetrator of the
mischief".

Moore also gained a
reputation for introducing a
superior class of stock into the
neighbourhood - short-horn
cattle, Shropshire Down
sheep, pigs and poultry. In
1857 at the Ledbury
Agricultural Society show he
won best pen of five store

ewes, best pen of five cross-bred ewes and best pen of five
lambs; best boar pig; best cock and two hens; best cart stallion
attending at Ledbury during the season at least once a fortnight;
and best entire cart horse, with a thick short-legged active grey,
five years old (a mind-bogglingly precise category).

When, in December of that year, the Worcestershire
Agricultural Society decided to add a silver medal to their prizes,
Moore undertook to design what soon became seen as a work of
art among agricultural medals. 

It depicts representations in relief of a short-horn bull, a pair of
horses attached to a plough, a ram, a fat pig and poultry, and on
the bottom right-hand side a pot still for distilling spirits. The
background shows a glimpse of an old English  farmhouse
(clearly Cottage Farm) and a steam engine, representing
improvement in agricultural implements. All the figures were
portraits taken by Moore from living animals. On the reverse is

the inscription “Worcestershire Agricultural Society, established in
1838”, with wreaths of wheat and hops. It was struck by the
Birmingham medallist Thomas Ottley, who pronounced it the
prettiest medal he ever turned out.

Fittingly, at the Worcester show in October 1859, Moore
himself won the medal for his prize cow Vine the Second.
Tragically, 6 months later at the age of just 40, he died from heart
disease. He had a wide circle of friends, who admired him for his
simple and unassuming manners, his excellent judgement in
respect of farming stock, and his enthusiasm in collecting a prize-
winning herd of short-horn cattle and flock of Shropshire Down
sheep, which he intended should stand at the highest point of
eminence amongst the stock in the county.

In his memory his friends raised a subscription for a beautiful
stained-glass window by Lavers & Barraud, which is the first on
the left on entering St Mary’s church. Along the bottom of the
window is the  inscription: "To the glory of God and in memory of
William Moore, who died March 14th 1860, aged 40 years,
having been ten years warden of this church.” He was buried in
Elmley Castle, where he was born. 


