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HANLEY CASTLE DIG

With the help of a £3500 grant from the Upton Blues Festival Charity, The
Hanleys' Village Society commissioned Worcestershire Archaeology to
excavate three trenches on the castle mound in July 2019. The castle site
survives as three sides of a large banked enclosure with a moated ditch, a
keep and the remains of a 17th century house. 

The castle was built by King John as a hunting lodge between 1206 and
1212 and was considerably enlarged from 1322 to 1327 by Edward II. In
1324 the king put over one thousand diggers to work constructing the bank
and ditch and in 1327 a chapel was added. In 1480 repairs were carried out
to the gate-house, drawbridge, pool, mill and floodgate, with timber brought
from Cliffey Wood. On the accession of Henry VIII in 1509, Sir William
Compton was made constable of several royal manors, including Hanley.
He is said to have sold most of the external dressed stone and woodwork
in 1520 to pay for his expenses at the Field of the Cloth of Gold, at which
he was one of the champions. 

This marked the beginning of the end of the castle as a dwelling,
although in the mid-16th century enough of it was left for the antiquary John
Leland to describe it as a large square building with a turreted tower at
each angle, surrounded by a deep moat with a keep in the north-west
corner. A century later during the Civil War Parliamentarian troops wrecked
what remained. At the very end of the 17th century a mansion house was
built on the site that did not follow the alignment of the below-ground
buildings, but was closer to a straight part of the castle ditch. The last tower
is said to have been demolished in 1795 to repair Upton bridge.

The trenches, which were dug according to information revealed by the
geophysical surveys undertaken by local surveying company SUMO,
confirmed the position of a rectangular broadly east to west aligned
structure. At a depth of about half a metre below ground level, trench 1
revealed part of a rubble-filled sandstone wall [Fig. 1]. Its position at the 

edge of the castle
mound suggested it
was a boundary
wall, though it was
little more than 1m
wide, so clearly not
a large defensive

wall as expected of a
castle and possibly
part of the original
hunting lodge wall.
In this trench were
found pieces of
unglazed 13-14th c.
cooking pot.

Fig. 1
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From trench 2 came a surprising amount of early pottery: 25
fragments of ceramic drinking pot and roof tile, the thinnest pieces
dating from 1200 to 1350 [Fig. 2]. Most of these would have been

made in the Hanleys
and many have an
orange iron-rich surface
colour but a darker
core, indicating poor
oxygenation in the
furnace. On some, the
glaze was white and
powdery, typical of
poorly-fired pots from

Fig. 2 early in the date range.
Also present was a piece of pot not found locally [Fig. 3 with
replica cooking pot], which is thought to have been produced at
Brill in Buckinghamshire, the site of another royal hunting lodge in

Fig. 5
Fig. 3                          Fig. 4

the 13th century. Closer to the surface was the largest piece of
pottery found, a 15-16th c. fragment of roof tile with a protruding
nib to hook on to its neighbour [Fig. 4]. The only non-pottery
artefact to emerge was a broken shoe buckle made of copper [Fig.
5]; possibly a visitor stumbled while walking around the newly built
mansion of around 1700. Fig. 6 shows archaeologist Tim Cornah
explaining the findings from Trench 2 to visitors.

Fig. 6
Trench 3 revealed little except the impression of a wall long

since stolen. 

MAGIC LANTERNS

After the AGM in September,
Pat Furley gave a fascinating
talk on the history of the magic
lantern, with slides from his
extensive collection. He
explained that the technology
was invented in the 1600s by
Jesuit priests using hand-
painted glass slides illuminated
by candles. In 1843 photographs
started to be used. 

Images were back-projected
on to a muslin screen and
appeared as if by magic,
hence the name. Finding a
bright enough light to project
the image was a problem.
Bicycle carbide lamps gave a
good white light, but could not
be turned off until they had
burned out. Around 1860
parafin became available.
Limelight burners could project
up to 70 ft, but were dangerous,
leading to the expression
“being in the limelight”. In
1890 the invention of the
clicker mechanism allowed
images to be changed quickly. 

The first attempts to make
moving picturers involved
placing two plates on top of
each other and sliding one
image over the other. Shows
continued to entertain people
up to the Second World War.

Pat demonstrated the effect
with a few of the thousands of
slides he has accumulated,
using a wind-up gramaphone
to set the mood.

Magic Lantern slide


