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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

27 September 2019
AGM, report on the
archaeological dig at the
castle site and a talk by
Pat Furley on the History
of the Magic Lantern, with
show.
Village Hall, 7.30pm

29 November 2019
Following on from
Howard Robinson’s talk
about Eleanor of
Aquitaine, David Thomas
has arranged a showing
of the 1968 historical
drama The Lion in Winter,
starring Peter O’Toole
and Katherine Hepburn. 
Village Hall, 7.30pm

31 January 2020
Talk by John Dixon on
Hidden Tewkesbury.
Village Hall, 7.30pm

27 March 2020
Talk by Robina Rand on
the unexpected history of
Ripple.
Village Hall, 7.30pm

THE HISTORY OF CIDER

Penny Platts, a trustee of the Hereford Cider Museum, gave a polished and
fact-filled talk about the history of cider in January - her 180th presentation.
She pointed out that cider dates back at least to biblical times when the
strong drink mentioned in the bible would have included the juice of apples.
The fruit was already here when the Romans arrived and apples have been
found in bronze age peat bogs. 

In the early 17th century the diplomat John Scudamore, ambassador to
France, brought back a pip from a high quality cider apple and from it grew
apple trees on his estate at Holm Lacy, Herefordshire. Redstreak, as the
apple was known, became celebrated as the finest cider apple variety in
England. Scudamore himself assisted in popularising the drink, ordering
elegant glasses engraved with apples and pears and setting up large-scale
production. For a time cider made from Redstreak apples changed hands at
extraordinarily prices - as high as the best imported wine.

In 1667 the vicar of Dilwyn reported that his group of Morris dancers, the
oldest member being 92, only ever drank cider. Children used to be
baptised in cider, as being healthier than water, but godparents tended to
get drunk, so water was substituted. 

The building of canals in the late 18th century expanded the market for
cider. By the end of the century it was estimated that 10,000 hogsheads (1
hogshead = 110 gallons) of cider were exported each year from
Worcestershire alone. New orchards were planted following the introduction
of high tariffs on imported fruit after the Napoleonic wars, but the lowering of
these tariffs in 1837 caused a collapse in the apple market.  Between 1876
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Harvesting cider apples in Herefordshire in 1908



extensive lands and became
the most eligible young
woman in Europe. She was
quickly married to Louis VI’s
son, Prince Louis, and when
the king fell ill and died not long
afterwards, she and Louis were
crowned king and queen of
France on Christmas Day 1137.

The devout Louis took part
in the second crusade in 1146
and Eleanor joined him on this
5400-mile round trip which
took 3 years. By then she had
given birth to two daughters,
but she and Louis grew
increasingly estranged and in
1152 the marriage was
annulled on the grounds of
consanguinity (being too
closely related). Two months
later, at the age of 30, she
married 19-year-old Henry,
Duke of Normandy, who
became Henry II within 2
years, making her queen of
England. They produced eight
children together between
1152 and 1166.

But, perhaps because of
his increasing infidelities, the
marriage broke down and she
moved her household to her
own lands in Poitiers. Here
she established the legend of
the Court of Love, encouraging
a culture of chivalry that had
far-reaching influences on
literature, poetry, music and

and 1885 the Woolhope Club
published the Herefordshire
Pomona (Pomona was the
pagan goddess of fruitful
abundance), a book with
wonderful illustrations.

folklore.
In 1173, Eleanor’s eldest

son, Young Henry, fled to
France to plot against his
father. For supporting her son,
she was imprisoned and spent
the next 16 years under house
arrest. In 1189 Henry II died
and, Young Henry having died
six years earlier, Richard the
Lionheart became king. One
of his first acts was to free his
mother, who then ruled as
regent while he went on the
third crusade. On his way
back, Richard was captured
by Leopold V of Austria and
handed over to the Holy
Roman Emperor, only being
freed after the payment of a
huge ransom, the equivalent
of £8m today. 

Richard died in 1199 and
was succeeded by Eleanor’s
youngest son, John, who
asked her, now aged 77, to
collect his niece from Spain,
an arduous journey involving
two crossings of the Pyrenees.

Exhausted by her travels,
Eleanor decided to end her
days as a nun at Fontevraud
Abbey in the Loire valley. She
died there in 1204 at the age
of 82 and is buried with Henry II.

David Thomas will show
the gripping film about their
lives, The Lion in Winter, at
the village hall on 29 November.

There are 326 varieties of
cider apple in Herefordshire,
some  dating back to the 13th
century. Penny said that the
county’s most famous cider
maker, Percy Bulmer, only
went into the business
because he suffered from
chronic asthma and was not
able to go into the services.
He and his brother Fred
created the largest cider-
making business in the world.

ELEANOR OF

AQUITAINE
Howard Robinson gave the
Society another entertaining
talk in March, this time about
his 26 times great-grandmother
- Eleanor of Aquitaine,
perhaps the most powerful
woman in 12th century
Europe. Wife and mother of
two kings, she was said to be
beautiful, intelligent, politically
astute, sophisticated, feisty,
scheming and strong-willed.

Born in 1122, she was well
educated by her father
William, Duke of Aquitaine,
and on his death, when she
was 15, Eleanor inherited his

Tomb of Eleanor of Aquitaine and Henry II, Fontevraud Abbey


