
Hanley Castle Parish Council 
 
Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 Consultation 28 April to 12 June 
2017 
 
 

Guidance to Making Comments 
 
Firstly let me thank you for being an interested member of the community and for being 
prepared to devote some of your time to this formal consultation exercise.  
 
Following our informal consultation in 2016 it was necessary to make amendments to both 
our Neighbourhood Plan and the accompanying Design Guide. These amendments have 
been made following detailed discussions with MHDC. This is a formal consultation and will 
also involve many statutory bodies that we will be contacting directly. The results of this 
exercise will determine if further changes are required before we submit our documents to 
MHDC for approval and for submission to external assessment. 
  
The documents to be reviewed are the Neighbourhood Plan and the Design Guide; in 
addition there is a set of Supporting Documents which are referred to in the plan document. 
The documents can be downloaded if you wish. These are substantial documents but don’t 
worry if you feel that you cannot go through line by line, comments from residents that have 
dipped in and out are just as valid as those from other sources. 
 
The documents you will be reviewing are not the finished product because: 

• We will need to consider all comments received and make appropriate adjustments. 

• We still have to submit the documents to MHDC for approval.  

• The plan has to be submitted to an external assessment by a planning expert who 
may well suggest changes. 

• We will have to tidy up the formatting and presentation of the documents for final 
publication. 

 
Health warning – the policies have had to be written in planning speak! 
 

What We Would Like You To Do 
 
Content (both Neighbourhood Plan and Design Guide) 

• Do the policies reflect the areas of concern of the community?  

• Is there anything missing that you would have expected, (either part of a policy or a 
whole subject area)? 

• Is there anything included that you are surprised at, (either part of a policy or a whole 
subject area)? 

• Are the policy justifications convincing? 

• Is there anything which is incorrect? 

• Is there anything which needs more clarification? 

• Was there anything you just did not understand? 

• Is the relationship of the Design Guide to the Neighbourhood Plan clear? 

• Are the glossaries effective? 

• Were the Appendices and Support Documents helpful? 

• Is there a need for further information to help explain things? 

• You can make any further comments you wish that will help improve the documents 
but bear in mind these are not quite the finished article. 



 
Presentation 

• Are the documents structured in a logical way? 

• Was it easy to find what you were looking for? 

• Are the documents easily readable? 

• What do you think about the way things are presented? 

• Was there anything in the presentation that you did not like? 

• Were the maps and diagrams easy to read and understand? 

• Ultimately we are thinking that the documents will mainly be accessible via the 
internet with only limited numbers of printed copies. What do you think of that 
approach?  

 
How to Register Comments 
There are a number of ways you can submit your thoughts: 

• Complete the online comments form. 

• Download the form and print it, then leave the completed document at the Village 
Store or at the Three Kings Inn. 

 
Help 
If you are really stuck you can try telephoning Bob Lamb the Steering Group Chairman on  
01684 592523 or 07786 802662; but no guarantees of a response or an immediate solution! 
OR 
Send an email to NHPChairman@btinternet.com  
 
 
On behalf of the Parish Council, my thanks again for your help. 
 
Parish Councillor Robert Lamb 
Chairman of the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group 


