
Hanley Homily 
 

the newsletter of the 
Hanley Castle branch of 

the WI 
December 

2015 
Issue No 

130 

OFFICERS 
 President 

Lesley Anne Davies 
Tel 310249 
Secretary 
Jaye Field 

310154 
Treasurer 

Ann Canham 
Tel: 310366 

Assistant Treasurer 
Sheila Andrews 

Tel 310352 
COMMITTEE 

Catering 
Penny Tennant –Thomas 

Pamela Buckle 
WFWI Outings 

Diane Symonds 
Local Trips 

Rachel Salmon 
Publicity 

Wendy Roberts-Powell 
CLUB CONTACTS 

Cinema 
Penny Tennant-Thomas 

310691 
Eating Out 

Carol Hutchings 
Tel: 310920 

Reading 
Pam Wade 
Tel: 310410 
Friendship  

Joan Ainsworth 
Tel 573090 

Skittles 
Diane Symonds 

Tel: 311198 
Walking 

Sheila Andrews 
Tel: 310352 

 
 

OTHER CONTACTS 
Home Visitor 

Jaye Field 
Tel 310154 

Homily 
Marion Hawkes 

Marion.hawkes@live.co.uk 
 

Email for WI house 
fiona@wfwi.org.uk 
trudi@wfwi.org.uk 

In November, we were again lucky , and both our walks 

took place in favourable weather conditions. On our short 

local walk, we were able to see the cleared and           

excavated site where Tyre Hill Racing stables want to 

build new stabling. We were fortunate to see one of the 

jockeys who told us that 50 stables were planned for the 

site and that it would " bring employment to the village". 

We continued on our way and enjoyed the serenity of the 

fishing lakes before casting our eye over the work taking 

place at Hanley Hall.The night before our long walk there 

was a sharp frost, so a suitably muffled threesome set 

out for our 6 mile walk to Bromsberrow church. The 

Southern end of the Hills has glorious scenery and the 

combination of mostly graveled tracks and minor roads 

meant easy, pleasant, walking. Bromsberrow church is a 

little gem, worth visiting. It has a pair of glass cased Civil 

War flags, one Royalist and one Parliamentarian. 

There will be no walks in December, but we will meet 

for our traditional New Year's Day walk on January 

1st,  at 10a.m. Picken End. All are welcome, but 

please sign up (or phone later) so that I know how many 

folk to expect. (For new members, this is an easy down-

hill jolly from British Camp to Welland.)  Husbands, 

friends and visitors are all welcome on the N.Y. day walk. 

Do join us for this walk, AND make a resolution to come 

on many more walks in 2016 ! 

       Happy Christmas .....Sheila 

 WE HOPE YOU ALL HAVE A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.  WE  
LOOK FORWARD TO STARTING OUR NEW 
PROGRAMME AND HOPE THAT YOU WILL 
ALL ENJOY THE SPEAKERS AND ACTIVITIES 
WE HAVE ARRANGED FOR  2016.   

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE 



MALVERN CINEMA AND THEATRE 

4 - 16 Dec  Bridge of Spies (12A) cinema   

10  - 3 Jan  Pantomime -Peter Pan - theatre 

11 - 16    The Hunger Games Mockingjay 

Part 2 (12A) 

12  Malvern Theatre Christmas Open Day: 

12               The Grinch (PG) - Forum 

12               Paddington (PG) - Forum 

12               Joyeux Noel (12) - Forum 

15            Florence and the Uffizi Gallery   

15               Brooklyn (12A) - cinema 

17               Seth Lakeman     

17-31 Star Wars -The Force Awakens 12A 

18               Beyond the Barricade 

20 - 23      The Dressmaker (12A) - Forum 

24  -  The Winter's Tale (Live Broadcast)    

27 - 31        Carol (15) - Forum 

7 Jan -        Malvern Concert Club 

9 - 15 Jan   A Christmas Carol - theatre 

Enjoy and a Merry Christmas 

Penny 

READERS GROUP.  The group met at Picken End to    
discuss the latest “read”, All the Light We Cannot See, 
by Anthony Duerr. It is the story of a sixteen year old 
French girl who gradually loses her sight. War time 
France necessitates them moving to Brittany, where 
her father makes a model of the town so that she can 
find her way around. In parallel runs the story of a 
young German orphan Gunther, a whizz at electronics 
and radio receivers. Gradually the war brings their 
lives together. We all agreed that it was an excellent 
read. The characterisation was realistic and although a 
long book the chapters were short which aided reading. 
We next meet at Pam Morton’s on 7th January to     
discuss Ian McEwan’s The Children’s Act. 
Jenny McGowran 

REMINDER—SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE FOR 2016.  

£37.50 OF WHICH THE WI KEEPS £18.00. FEDERA-
TION £8.40. AND NFWI £11.10.  
DUAL MEMBERS PAY £18 TO THEIR SECOND WI. 
Please make cheques out to “Hanley Castle WI”. 
 

In November several of the committee enjoyed an evening at the Hive where we saw the    

exhibition entitled Humankind and heard Prof. Maggie Andrews speak about the W.I.       

movement.The first English W.I. was formed in W.Sussex, 6 months later one opened in 

Worcestershire. Initially, wartime food shortages meant that the W.I. was involved in food    

production and preservation. Lady Denman encouraged members to keep hens and feed them 

any waste food. W.Is gave members a chance to sell surplus produce from the garden or 

kitchen, giving some members the first money that they could call their own. Remember Cuth-

bert the rabbit in W.I. Life ? He was one of the toys that were made for sale, but standards of 

workmanship were so varied that Lady Denman bought up the sub-standard ones and closed 

the scheme ! 

As W.W.1 came to an end the W.I. began campaigning for better housing with an adequate 

supply of piped water and better sanitation. The second World War involved the WI and the 

WRVS with evacuees, and hosts were shocked by the state of some of the town children. 

Members began to be resentful that their hard work on behalf of the evacuees was not reim-

bursed, and this led to an interest in feminist issues. including equal compensation for war inju-

ries, which in turn led to campaigns for equal pay. The WIs slogan is "For Home and Country" 

and their early concerns for members working environments - their homes - led them to make 

more political demands. 

Our Friendship Group will not be 
meeting in December but will meet 
again in January, date to be          
arranged. We look forward to seeing 
you in 2016.   All welcome to join us 
for a cup of tea, biscuit and a chat.  
Joan Ainsworth 

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO OUR LUNCH 
GROUP CHRISTMAS MEAL TOMORROW AND WILL 
MEET AGAIN ON JANUARY 20TH BUT HAVE NOT  
DECIDED WHERE YET!    EVERYBODY WELCOME. 


