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WHAT A BUSY SUMMER WE HAVE HAD 

SUMMER MEETING 

We were blessed with a lovely warm 
evening in Carols beautiful garden and 
we all enjoyed the delicious nibbles and 
fizz provided by Penny and Pam. 
GROUP CENTENARY GARDEN 

PARTY Carol once again hosted a 
lovely evening for members of the    
Severn WI group this time the weather 
wasn’t quite so kind but we still had a 
great time. 

BIG LUNCH was very successful despite the wet and windy weath-
er, we sold all our cakes and preserves and the children enjoyed being 
creative icing the biscuits and we made £77. Thank you to Penny, Jaye, 
Ann, Sheila, Margaret, Diane, Marjorie, Frances, Di, Wendy, Pam, Mar-
ion, Lesley Anne for all the goodies and all their help and support. 
At the VILLAGE SHOW it was a first for the WI serving Penny 's   Ba-
con Baps at lunchtime before the afternoon teas. Thank you very much 
to you all for providing the delicious cakes and all the help with serving 
and washing up etc. Ann will tell us at the meeting how much money we 
made at the event.  
CENTENNIAL FAIR HARROGATE Marion and Joan went to visit  
Hardwick Hall on the way to Harrogate for the National Centennial Fair. 
Our hotel was in the centre of Harrogate. We enjoyed tea and cakes at 
Bettys Tea Rooms before heading for the Fair where we spent 4 hours 
wandering round the hundreds of stalls and saw a number of  wonderful 
WI exhibitions including the Huxley Cup entries and tapestries created 
by the Welsh Federation. 
 
 

DENMAN  My first trip to Denman with Marion, Joan and Judy was such 

fun.The course Marion and I went on was The Real Downton Abbey.  We 

had a great welcome with tea and cake! Then we wandered around 

the gardens and were assigned delightful rooms with en-suites.   A brief 

introduction to Denman and the course Tutor John Vigor and then the 

first meal of the weekend of which there were many!  Gosh what a 

breakfast on Saturday  followed by lectures about the Caernarvon fami-

ly and various intrigues, morning coffee and cake, lunch and then a trip 

to Bampton Village where some of Downton is filmed, Tom Brown’s 

School Days museum (Sir John Betjamin and his family once lived near-

by) and then the White Horse at Uffingham.  On Sunday we had a great 

trip to Highclere which was really interesting and slightly surreal – espe-

cially walking down the main staircase – felt you were following Hugh 

Bonneville and Isis!What a lovely experience and what a wonderful 

building Denman College is - we should all do our utmost to keep it.  

Penny Tennant-Thomas 



Cinema and Theatre 
7th – 12thGilbert & Sullivan Mikado, The 
Gondoliers, HMS Pinafore 
9th – 12thTo Build A Wooden O – Forum 
11th – 13th  The Gift (15) Cinema 
12th – 17th Miss Julie (12A) Cinema 
14th – 17th Gemma Bovery (15) Cinema 
15th – 19th   Flare Path – Theatre 
18th – 24thRicki And The Flash (12A) Cine 
19th  Roy Orbison & Friends – Forum 
21st – 23rd  Father Brown The Curse of 
the Invisible Man  
22nd  Romeo & Juliet ballet live from 
Royal Opera House 
22nd – 24th  Theeb (15) Cinema 
25th  Remembering Gene Pitney 
26th   Military Wives Choirs 
28th – 3rd Oct Before the Party – Theatre 
5th – 10th Hairspray 
7th Doug Scott’s Everest The Hard Way 
8th   ESO Symphony Orchestra 
9th Oct Adam Long’s Dickens Abridged 
10th   The King of Tiny Things 
Enjoy!   Penny Tennant-Thomas 

Readers Group  The group met at Felicity Siviter 's on Thurs-

day. 3rd September.  This was our first meeting after the summer 

break and we had a good turn out. The suggested read for the 

summer was "H is for Hawk" by Helen Macdonald.  The much 

praised book of a woman training a goshawk.  Some of us did 

read the book and considered it a difficult but very worthy read. 

This is not a light hearted book, but a biography of a woman's 

grief at the death of her father, entwined with her fanaticism in 

training the bird.  It is  a record of a spiritual journey and is beau-

tifully written. Other books were discussed and Joan Ainsworth 

highly recommended the new biography of Gertrude Bell, the 

Victorian explorer. Our next choice is "Norah Webster" by Colm 

Toibin. Norah Webster is recently widowed.  Unmoored by her 

sudden loss and the needs of her children whom she now must 

raise alone, she faces a future that was never meant to be. 

We we will meet at my house on Tuesday, 29th September for 

discussion.   Thanks to Felicity for hosting and making us fatter.    

Please sign up at the events table for 

any outings advertised in the WI 

News. If you wish to go on the popu-

lar outing to Blenheim Palace Craft 

Fair on 20 November you will need to 

pay £28 to Jaye Field tonight please. 

If you have any ideas for a local out-

ing to organise for others in our WI, 

please write your suggestion down on 

the list. Thanks Diane Symonds 

WALKING It was back in July when we last walked, doesn't that seem a 

long time ago? Then, our short walk was in Langdale Woods (opposite the 

3 Counties) where there is an interesting connection with W.W.2.  Towards 

the back of the woods a large pool was built by the Royal Engineers, to 

use for training in landing craft and building bailey bridges. We walked 

around this pool, now very peaceful, and entered the arboretum which had 

many wild cherry trees in it , all full of ripe sweet cherries. I returned home 

with cherry juice on my chin, I looked like a vampire. Our long walk started 

at Deerhurst with its' two Saxon churches, both well worth visiting. We 

walked down the River Severn, and looked forward to having lunch in the 

Red Lion, but we were unlucky, the pub was closed and we d to make do 

with snacks bought at the nearby caravan site. This month we have a treat, 

Evelyn has suggested that on Monday, 14th September, we catch the 

9.30am bus from Hanley Swan to Worcester, where we would walk down-

stream to Lower Wick, cross the river and return via Diglis. On our way, we 

will have an opportunity for refreshments, either in the narrow boat cafe, or 

in the Diglis Hotel. Afterwards members would be free to return when they 

wished. Last year we set out from Conderton on the South side of Bredon 

Hill, for a short walk that took us through a wonderful bluebell wood. On 

Monday 21st September, meeting 10am, Picken End, we will once more 

set out for Conderton, but this time the walk will be longer and continue up 

to the top of Bredon Hill before returning to our starting point. The views 

over Gloucestershire are splendid, and Gloucester, the Forest of Dean and 

South Wales may be seen in the distance. All are welcome to join us on 

these walks, the more the merrier !       Sheila 

Skittles The skittles league groups for 

2015/16 have been announced.  We will 

play 5 matches against West Malvern, 

Guarlford, Poolbrook, St Gabriel’s and 

Queenhill.  The first 2 teams are new to 

us for this year. All matches will be ar-

ranged at a mutually convenient time and 

place, so they may be any evening or per-

haps even lunchtime. These will be played 

between October and March 2016. If you 

would like to play  for our team please let 

me know or sign up at the events table. 

Thank you Diane Symonds 


