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MESSAGE FROM HELEN CHILVERTON 
 
I find  that I am unable to come to W I in October or November. I am 
going down to Cornwall on 7th Oct. to find a new house and am not 
sure how long I'm staying.In Nov. I will be at Woodbrooke, the Quak-
er Study Centre in Selly Oak. I am hoping to be in Cornwall by early 
Dec., so hadn't realised that Sept. was going to be my last meeting. I'm 
extra pleased now that I did the river trip, which I enjoyed very much. 
I went to Denman the weekend of 12th-14th Sept. to do the Treasures 
of the Ashmolean. It was a fantastic course. The tutor, Anna Steven, 
was extremely knowledgeable, easy to talk to and was happy to an-
swer questions. Friday evening, Anna gave us the history of the muse-
um, thought to be the oldest public museum in the country, and that 
the original building used, now houses the Science Museum. The new 
extension is amazing and gives 70% more floor space, enabling 
the curator to display many more treasures.We spent the whole of Sat. 
at the museum, where Anna took us through the whole place, picking 
out pieces of special interest and encouraging us to visit again to see, 
in more detail, what took our particular interest. We had coffee on the 
roof terrace and eventually had a 2hr. break for lunch. I dived down-
stairs for a sandwich and a cold drink before heading for the special 
exhibition of 17th century embroidery. We finished the afternoon with 
the Pre Raphaelite and Impressionist paintings, just calling in briefly, 
on the Egyptian mummies on our way out. The evening was spent 
talking about our favourite piece. Mine was a small purse, only big 
enough to hold a tiny scent bottle, fashioned as a frog. Wire had been 
used to make the legs and "fingers" and then blanket stitched over with 
metallic thread. Green silk had been used for the body, but after 360 
plus years old, it wasn't green any more! Sunday morning, Anna did a 
power point presentation of many more of the treasures housed in 
the museum. It was a very interesting, fascinating and enjoyable week-
end which the bursary enabled me to experience. Thank you very 
much. 
 
If I'm still around in Dec. I will come and say goodbye properly, 
but for now, this missive will have to do! It has been lovely    
knowing you all and it will be strange moving away, but....... 
Best wishes to you all.  
 
Helen. 

For all those who expressed interest 
in the Christmas play, there will be a 
read round at my house, on   
Wednesday 15th October.  Pam 

NEXT FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
AT JOAN’S HOUSE 23RD 
OCTOBER,  2.30.P.M. ALL 
WELCOME 



READERS GROUP  The group met at 
my house on Tuesday, 16th September, 
when we discussed "Butcher's Crossing" 
by John Williams.  The book told the tale 
of a buffalo hunt and its consequences. 
One might think that this would not ap-
peal, but it was a real page turner; a story 
of greed and madness. No wonder John  
Williams is considered one of the greats 
in American literature; he can  brilliantly 
describe a whole chapter in half a page. 
The next meeting is at Val Fare's on 
Tuesday, 14th October, when we will 
discuss "The Lie" by Helen Dunmore. 
Visitor are most welcome. Pam Wade 

NEXT LUNCH 12.30. ON WEDNESDAY 22ND OCTO-
BER AT THE ROSE & CROWN, SEVERN STOKE. 
PLUS CHRISTMAS LUNCH 18TH DECEMBER AT THE 
WHILE LION £20 INCLUDES TIP. ALL WELCOME 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING AT CARDIFF 
ON 26TH NOVEMBER. LOOK ON THE 
TABLE FOR FULL DETAILS. 

. For those of you who missed last month's meeting, here is a reminder that we are repeating 

last year's collection for the 'Christmas Shoebox, appeal.  Last year, we sent a lovely variety of 

goods that were used to top up shoeboxes that had been donated by churches, schools and indi-

viduals in the Worcester area, and I volunteered to help open and check the boxes before they 

were shipped by the charity  Samaritan's Purse'. 

 Please bear this in mind when you go shopping and bring any of the following to the box that 

will be prominently displayed in the village hall on Thursday evening: 

 pencils, writing paper/notebooks/colouring books/rulers toothpaste, including fluoride 

free for younger children,/toothbrushes/ soap(not liquid), sponges/flannels   Combs/small 

hairbrushes/hair slides etc   small toys/balls/yo-yos/soft toys/skipping ropes/cars   small 

warm accessories e.g. hats/scarves/socks/gloves/mittens  or  anything else that can br ing a 

small child or teenager some pleasure at Christmas and beyond. 

  

 Following the success of a recent outing to Harvington Hall, I am organising an autumn visit 

to Batsford Arboretum on Friday 25th October.  If you have not been before, it is a lovely ven-

ue in the Cotswolds near Moreton in the Marsh.  The colours at this time of year are superb 

and there is a shop and restaurant/cafeteria within the complex.  The idea is that we share cars, 

and if there is sufficient interest, we can meet at my house in order to leave at 10am. Entry to 

the Arboretum is £6.00 but if there is a large group, this could be cheaper. 

 If you would prefer a pub lunch, the Horse and Groom is excellent and I can book a table 

there. This would be more expensive. If you would like to come please sign up.   Rachel 

  

September walking:The long walk although overcast gave us an easy varied walk to Upton        
returning via Lower Hook to Hanley Castle. We passed the Cholera burial ground 1832, 36 died 
during July and August aged between I yr 9 mths – 80 years. It was good to welcome a new walker 
to the group. The least said about the short walk in the village the better!( I think our only wet day 
in September) slippery stiles, a very muddy drilled field and pouring with rain on the home stretch 
the only thing in its credit was that the cattle were very well behaved.  Marjorie 

WALKING Join us on Monday, 13th Octo-
ber, at 1.30pm as we set off for  Madresfield to 
explore the estate's medieval park with its an-
cient oaks, pockets of well managed woods and     
impressive avenue of trees. This short circular 
walk of 3.75 miles touches on Flasher's Wood 
and Garter Wood...sounds interesting, doesn't 
it ? In contrast, our long walk on 20th October at 
9.30.a.m. is a linear  one. We will star t at     
Bushley cricket pitch and head towards Long-
don, we then skirt Longdon Marsh and head for 
Welland Stone before continuing north to    
Hanley Swan. A large portion of this 7 mile 
walk is on the Worcestershire Way and offers 
good views of the Malverns and the surrounding 
countryside.    Do join us, Sheila  


