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Our programme for 2014 is now complete 
and includes Gentle Circle Dancing, Cheese 
tasting, Fencing demo, Games evening,   
Falconry, talk on St. Petersburg, Christmas decorations 
and of course some Christmas entertainment.   We hope 
you will all enjoy our new  programme which was planned 

after  looking at  members’ suggestions on our questionnaires. 

REMINDER:  Please remember when you want to go on one of the 
advertised visits/trips  etc., which have a closing date and requires 
payment please sign and pay Rachel before the closing date.        
Preferably pay when you sign. Thank you. 

READERS GROUP The group met at Pam Morton's on Monday, 16th 

September, we had a very pleasant time discussing our summer reads and 

those of us who managed to get a copy, Harriet Reisen's The Woman  

Behind "Little Women". The book was quite a difficult read, but was 

worth the while.  Alcott was an amazing woman, whose purpose in  life 

was to look after her family. They all suffered from being the poor rela-

tions. Her father, Bronson, who was a great philosopher, educationalist 

and a follower of the transcendentalist movement, and friend of Emerson 

and Thoreau, was not the best provider. The family was kept by friends 

and family and moved time and time again, while father indulged in his 

latest project. Louisa started  writing "bodice rippers" when she was very 

young and with the enormous success of "Little Women" and the        

subsequent books was considered on a par with Charles Dickens and 

Mark Twain, a wonderful achievement for a woman. She was extremely 

wealthy and was involved in various reform movements, including wom-

en's suffrage  She died alone having sent help to her father, who died a 

couple of days after her.  As we seemed to be in nostalgic mood, for our 

next book, we chose "The Wind in the Willows" by Kenneth Grahame , 

for some of us an exercise to see if it stands the test of time.  Thank you 

to Pam for refreshments and a lovely evening.  We will meet at my 

house on Monday, 21st October.   Pam Wade     



     Cinema 
This month’s choices:-  

Malvern Festival Cinema                        
01684892277 

11th – 17th October   Blue Jasmine 
(12A)   
18th -24th October   Sunshine on Leith 
(12a) 
25th – 31st October     Romeo And Juli-
et  (PG) 
25th Oct – 3rd Nov   Justin And The 
Knights Of Valour (PG) 
Roses Tewkesbury   01684 295074 
If you missed it before “Diana” 21st, 
25th, 29th October 
Do check local papers as long term list-
ings are liable to change. 
Happy Cinema-going  
Felicity Siviter 
01684 310541 

 

Friendship Group Our next 
meeting will be at 2.30.pm on 
Thursday 24th October at my 
house. Come along for a cup 
of tea and a chat with friends. 
Joan Ainsworth 

WALKING Eight members enjoyed our short stroll 
around Hanley Castle.  The weather was kind and there 
was an abundance of blackberries to tempt us as we 
passed. We saw the castle tump and the remains of the 
moat  before circling round to visit the church and read 
up on its history.  Four days later five of us set out for 
Hartpury and Over Old Road.  We left the road and went 
down to the Severn where we turned north to continue 
upstream to the Boat Inn at Ashleworth Quay. When I 
planned this walk I did not know that it would  coincide 
with the Boat’s beer festival. This was clearly a popular 
event, with customers arriving on bicycles, by cars and 
using the footpaths. With so many customers to serve 
there we no baps, instead we ate tasty pasties which were 
rather slow in coming—however sitting in the sun, out-
side an attractive pub was no hardship.  Leaving the Boat 
we visited  an immense Tythe barn (N.T.) and then     
investigated the nearby church. Inside were two big oak 
chests.  I wonder if these indicate that Ashleworth was a 
wealthy parish in former times.  After we had returned to 
our car we went to Hartpury church to see the Cotswold 
stone bee shelters, but we failed to find the tomb of Beat-
rix Potter’s parents.                                                                                    
In October our short local walk will take place on 
21st October, meet 10am Picken End. Many thanks to 
Jenny McGowran for organising the long walk.  Sheila 

The Long walk will be on Monday 28th October. We will 

walk from Eckington, up Bredon Hill, returning via Great 

Comberton & Birlingham; some 8 miles. There are 5 stiles 

and apart from the relatively easy ascent of Bredon there is 

just one short steep descent.  As there’s a possibility of 

walking near grazing sheep, please, no dogs. There is a nice 

pub at Birlingham  and  two pubs at Eckington, none of 

which I know, where we should be able to get lunch.  Meet 

at Lilac Cottage, Picken End at 9.30am.                                  

Jenny McGowran 

 

 

Have you bought your 2014 
WI diary yet, last chance 
today—cost £3.50.  Have 
you ordered your 2014         
calendar yet—cost £3.50.             
See Ann Canham to       
purchase these items.  

EATING OUT GROUP—CHRISTMAS MEAL—Christmas Lunch will be on 
December 18th at The White Lion in Upton at a cost of £20 per head, this co-
vers the tip, and this is for 4 courses.   We would welcome all members to join 
us please sign the list if you would like to come. 
 
Eating Out October 17th at The Duke of York 12.30.p.m.  All welcome. Please 
sign up.    Carol Hutchings. 
 

Severn Group Quiz Friday 29th  
November at the Village Hall.  If 
you fancy being part of a Hanley 
Castle WI team please sign the 
form. 

Our 2014 Programme is now complete but we need the 
names of members who are helping with teas and   
flowers each month, before we can have the programme 
printed.  Please, please, sign up to help with the teas we 
only ask you to do one session in a year.  Thank you. 


