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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

19 November
Rocks, Rivers, Fields
and Forests – the story
of the Malvern
landscape by Med
Snookes.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

21 January 2005
The Malvern Chase –
a new history of the
chase in Malvern by
Pamela Hurle. 
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

18 March 2005
Worcestershire’s
Working Countryside –
a talk on 100 years of
agriculture, 1850-1950,
by Robin Hill. 
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

WARTIME

WORCESTERSHIRE

If the Germans had invaded
England during World War II,
Winston Churchill planned to
move the government to
Worcester’s University
College,  and accommodate
the Royal Family at
Madresfield Court.

This interesting fact
emerged during a well
illustrated talk on the
defence of Worcestershire
by County Archaeological
Service researcher Mick
Wilkes at a Society meeting
on 24 September. 

Although far from the
coast, the county played an
important part in the defence
of Birmingham and the Black
Country with a ring of anti-
tank stop lines along the
rivers and canals. Nearly
20,000 men were in the
county Home Guard,
manning pillboxes at major
road and rail points. 

Worcester itself was
heavily defended with gun
emplacements blocking
every road access point to
the city centre, and the
surrounding rivers acting as
an anti-tank moat. 

TRE (Telecommunications
Research Establishment)
began its pioneering work on
the    development of radar at
Malvern College during the

war and then moved to the
present QinetiQ site, which
was originally built in 1940 as
a government evacuation
area and was used for naval
training.

Like many villages, Hanley
Swan had traffic control road
blocks with trenches dug to
cover them. Anti-tank
concrete cylinders can still be
found and Mr Wilkes showed
a photograph of some on the
river bank approaching
Upton from Hanley. 

Three American hospitals
were built in the parish of
Hanley – two on the
Blackmore Park estate and
another at what is now the
Merebrook industrial estate,
where some former ward
buildings can still be seen. One
of the Blackmore sites is now
occupied by the caravan park;
the other, accessed by the long
drive opposite the Three
Counties Showground, still has
many wartime buildings,
including its water towers, and
is now due for redevelopment.

Under German occupation
resistance groups would
have been set up and a spy
network was planned in the
Upton area. Mr Wilkes
showed a photo of one
recruit pointing out a hiding
place that would have been
used as a dead letter drop for
secret messages. 

Some 2000 wartime sites
have been recorded to date.
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stewards of the castle,
grew up on a site
between the castle and St
Mary’s church, displacing
a Saxon  community that
was relocated beyond
Picken End. Dowsing has
revealed a large corn
barn near the church-
yard, a substantial stone
building with a roof
covered with Cotswold
stone tiles (possibly a
church), a residential
hall, a Romanesque D-
ended chapel, rows of
cottages, two ponds and
what may have been
three early windmills. 

Today the manor site
is an open field and all
that remains of the castle
is a grassy mound. Early
directories of the county
say Thomas Hornyold
removed what was left of
the only remaining tower
of the castle in 1795, in
order to repair the old
bridge at Upton, at the
request of the
inhabitants of that town.

HANLEY CASTLE

AND ITS MANOR

Frustration with the
inability of archaeology
to discover what lies
beneath the ground
without expensive
equipment made Peter
Ewence turn to the
dowsing techniques his
grandfather taught him.
40 years on, these skills
have enabled him to
trace the development of
Hanley castle and its
adjoining manor.

Peter explained his
findings with the aid of
meticulous drawings at a
well-attended AGM on 1
October.  Supported by
documents recorded by
James Toomey in
Records of Hanley
Castle c.1147-1547, he
described how the castle
would have appeared at
its peak in the late 14th
century (see above).

A Norman manor or
curia, occupied by the

SECOND

DOWSING DAY

Peter Ewence led
another successful
dowsing day school at
the end of September
on the site of the castle
manor complex. 

Although no one in
the group had dowsed
before, within an hour
everyone was able to
observe the swing of the
wire rods in their hands
as they walked over
buried features.

In the afternoon GPS
satellite specialist Geoff
Bagley plotted the
group’s findings – the
Norman manor house
and the church with
graveyard that served
the castle. All this
information is helping to
build up a picture of the
early peoples of Hanley
Castle and Hanley
Swan.

Hanley castle as it might have been in the 14th century before the Black Death - drawn by Peter Ewence


