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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

17 November 2006
Talk by John Pinnick
on the history of
Worcester porcelain.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

26 January 2007
Talk by Malcolm Atkins
on the Civil War in
Worcestershire.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

30 March 2007
Talk by the National
Trust on the History of
Croome Park.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

OPEN DAY FEEDBACK

At the local history Open Day in

June, about a quarter of the 150

people who attended completed an

evaluation form devised for

Worcester Record Office. Over 85%

reported an increased understanding

of local history and a more positive

attitude about the Hanleys.

The Malvern Gazette and Parish

Link were the most useful means of

informing people about the event.

Comments on the forms included: 

“Very interesting, born and bred

here and thought I knew everything

- learned about history of the village.”

“Enjoyed learning stories from

village people.”

“Good layout, but would be nice to

have objects from relevant local

history/archaeological collections.”

“Displays consisting of several

pieces of printed A4 paper are very

off-putting. Far better to do a layout

on A3 or A2 incorporating photos/

diagrams in the text. I know this

means more work, but much better

and more likely to be read.”

“Really well organised, photos and

OS map parts interesting.”

The Society will take these views

on board when putting together the

next exhibition of local history.

PETER EWENCE MOVES

Peter Ewence, who was instrumental

in setting up The Hanleys’ Village

Society 3 years’ ago, has moved to

Hampshire to help look after a

grandchild. He has left the Society

an archive of his dowsing surveys

covering Picken End, Quay Lane,

the Castle, Booth End, Severn End,

St Mary’s Church and St Mary’s

Convent, Hanley Castle manor and

Hanley Castle High School. Based

on these surveys, he has made

artisitic impressions or conjectural

reconstructions of medieval sites at

Picken End, Quay Lane and the

Castle and Manor. 

It is Peter’s hope that members

will continue the dowsing work he

has started and obtain geophysical

confirmation of his findings. The

Society is grateful for his energy

and expertise in running the

archaeological group and wishes

him well for the future. 

RAF LINKS

Mick Wilks, who has worked as a

volunteer for the county archaeological

service for the past 11 years, gave a

deeply knowledgeable and profusely

illustrated talk on the activities of the

RAF in Worcestershire during World

War II. 

Starting on a personal note with

his mother's family, the Chadds of

Hanley Swan, he outlined the

careers of four uncles who all joined

the service: Bruce Chadd, who was

killed on active service in 1945;

Geoffrey, a rear gunner in

Wellington bombers, was shot down

twice over the North Sea, but

survived; Doug, who was an

armourer with 617 (dam busters)

squadron; and Brian, who was part

of the ground crew during the Battle

of Britain and went on to work on

Tornados and Jaguars.

The county's first airfield was

built at Purdiswell, Worcester, in the

1920s. During the war it was used

to test light aircraft and slides of

paintings by Maurice Jones brought

this period vividly to life. 
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FOUR-CHURCHES TOUR

Tim Bridges, author of Churches of Worcestershire, led a group

of 20 members on a guided tour of four churches on the last

Saturday in September. Starting at Bushley on the southern

edge of the county, he explained that the Victorian church was

built for the Dowdeswell family in 1843 in traditional

Perpendicular style. But the Gothic revival was already

underway and 13 years later the chancel was enlarged by the

best-known of Victorian church architects, Sir George Gilbert

Scott, whose practice designed the church at Hanley Swan.

Next came Eldersfield, a lias and sandstone church with an

unusually tall spire on top of a massive 13th century tower.

Inside Tim pointed out 16th c. pews with linenfold panelling.

The oldest and most curious of the four was Pendock Old

Church, redundant since 1987 but looked after by the Churches’

Conservation Trust. Once the focal point of a medieval

settlement, it now stands isolated on the edge of a field, no

trace of its village remaining. Perhaps because of the plague or

better links with other villages, the population re-established

itself a mile away. The old church was built around 1170 and

has a 10th c. font. The walls of the nave carry up to 16 layers of

whitewash underneath which lie many frescoes, but only a

fragment of one has so far been uncovered. One window is a

memorial to the Rev. William Symonds, the 19th c. rector who

wrote the historical novels Malvern Chase and Hanley Castle.

Finally, to Berrow, not far from the Malvern Hills. Its rugged

Norman tower with arrow slits looks more like a castle than a

church and provides a reminder that it was built in the days

when the nearby Welsh border was a dangerous area. The

parsonage is one of the oldest still performing its original

function. Its adjoining hall provided welcome tea and cakes for

the group, which much appreciated Tim Bridges’ expertise.

Many buildings used to

house RAF personnel or

stores can still be found

around the county, including a

Nissan hut at King's School,

Worcester, parts of Worcester

University, the former Victoria

Institute, Worcester, in which

RAF recruits were assessed,

an emergency hospital in

Evesham, and buildings at

Hartlebury and Honeybourne.

Because Worcester was on

the flight path of German night

bombers heading for

Birmingham and Coventry,

decoy sites were constructed

at Defford, Pershore and

Hartlebury to simulate various

types of lighting or fire –

airfields, factories, incendiary

fires – successfully fooling

many bombers into dropping

their bombs harmlessly. 

Aviation fuel was stored in

depots at Ripple, Worcester

and Stourport, being supplied

by river tankers until they were

replaced by oil pipeline. 

Searchlight sites were

constructed as 30 ft diameter

ring ditches and, 60 years

later, sometimes confuse

archaeologists into thinking

they have come across

Bronze Age barrows. 

There was a bombing range

at Longdon Marsh where

crews could practise bombing

runs and it was in preparation

for one of these that two

Wellingtons collided, one

crashing into a field near

Brummell Court, Hanley Swan.

A plaque in the village hall

commemorates the Canadian

crew that died in the incident.

Rear gunners regularly

practised their skills in the area

and few barns escaped being

peppered with gunshot, with

the occasional farmer

wounded in the process.

Mick Wilks's fascinating talk

triggered many family

memories of wartime events.

Pendock Old Church


