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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

24 September 2010
Talk by Anthony
Deakin on Mr Lea and
Mr Perrins.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

8 October 2010
Quiz night and fish ‘n’
chips supper. Tickets
from John Boardman.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

26 November 2010
AGM and talk by Mike
Humm on the story of
Holywell Spring Water.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

21 January 2011
Talk by Vince Williams
on British Waterways’
heritage working boats
project.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.

24 March 2011
Talk by Brian Jauncey
on the history of
Madresfield Court.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm.
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POTTERY IDENTIFICATION SESSION

A fascinating talk and training session on identifying local pottery dating

back to Roman times was held by county archaeologist Derek Hurst at

Hanley Castle High School in early May. 

Finds made by pupils on a field walk north of Quay Lane were

examined and questions answered as Derek explained how the pottery

industry developed. He pointed out that, because the last ice age improved

the quality of clay found in the Severn valley, pottery has been made in the

Malvern area for longer than anywhere else in the country - around 2500

years. 

Pre-Roman pottery was dark, but when the Romans introduced

high-temperature kilns nearly 2000 years ago, pots could be fired to an

orange colour, which then became characteristic of Severn valley ware. A

kiln found at Madresfield (under the Matalan store!) dates from the Roman

period. By stopping firing after the initial orange colour had been achieved,

the Romans produced pots with a grey core, giving a sandwich effect that is

easily identifiable. However, this thin pottery should not be confused with

the thick flat roof tiles with a similar cross-section, which were probably

made in the 17th or 18th century.

A particularly interesting discovery by one pupil during the field walk

was a piece of iron-smelting slag. Derek had found similar pieces a few

years ago in the adjoining small field known as Longcroft. It suggested that

the Romans used an iron furnace nearby and he hopes to confirm this

when the fields become available for trench digging in 2012. 

One of the great archaeological mysteries, Derek said, was the lack

of British-made pottery from the time the Romans left Britain in 410 until the

14th century. Black pots made by the Anglo-Saxons did not survive well and

fragments are difficult to see on field walks. He hopes to discover remains

of them in the test pits to be dug in gardens in November.

In medieval times 80% of the pottery used in Worcestershire was

made in Hanley. Most potters were also farmers and some of them in the

15th century, Derek thought, may have endowed the school. He picked out

the rim of a late medieval bowl, not as deeply orange as Roman pottery but

with a clean light colour. Another find was the bottom of a medieval jug with

a dark red coating on top of the orange base, typical of local pottery. Pieces

found with a gold-green glaze came 

from cooking pots and ridge tiles. 

The pottery industry in Hanley 

came to an end in the 17th century 

and later items with a black glaze 

inside and out usually came from 

Staffordshire. Derek finished by 

answering questions as pupils 

thought about life in post-Roman and 

medieval times.

Some field walk finds



COMMUNITY EDUCATION SCHEME UPDATE

With trench excavation of potentially interesting areas surveyed

north and south of Quay Lane not possible until the autumn of

2012, because the fields concerned are under intensive

cultivation, the Heritage Lottery Fund has granted an extension

of the project until the end of 2012. In the meantime, the

Society plans to dig 24 test pits in the gardens of some of the

older properties in Hanley Castle and Hanley Swan - half this

November and the other half in November 2011. 

In June 2010 the Society published The Hanleys - a history of

Hanley Castle and Hanley Swan by Malcolm Fare. Including 150

old photographs and many accounts of what life in the villages

was like in the past, it has been distributed free to every house-

hold in the parish and to members of the Society. Additional

copies are available at £10 from Hanley Swan village stores.

A team of volunteers has been transcribing the Enclosure

Award, which records the ownership and boundaries of some

460 plots of common land that were enclosed by an act of

parliament passed in 1797. A spreadsheet summary of these

records is being prepared for the Worcestershire Historic

Environment Service, which will then carry out the digitisation

project to show what has happened to the various plots today

and how the land use has changed. 

One piece of land of almost 99 acres was retained as the last

surviving area of Hanley Common for the use of the occupiers

of 63 cottages who jointly had responsibility for maintaining the

fences. This common land extended from the pond, or The

Standing as this watering place for animals was then called,

along what are now the Worcester and Malvern roads to the

edges of the Blackmore Park estate.

The occupier of every cottage was entitled to stock one cow

or two yearling beasts, or one yearling and three sheep, or one

beast of two years old and two sheep, or six sheep with their

young lambs, which lambs after the first day of August were

deemed to be sheep; from that day until the first day of

November each occupier could stock nine sheep. 

And every occupier had to place on some conspicuous part

of their cattle or sheep a pitch mark at least 4 inches high. Any

stray animals were liable to be impounded and the owner fined

5 shillings for every cow and 1 shilling for every sheep that was

not marked.

Society members have also transcribed all the census

returns for the parish of Hanley Castle from 1841 to 1911 and

these are now available for inspection on the village website.

Thanks to the expertise of Dave Morton, this website has been

enhanced and simplified to give every interest group in the

parish access to their own page. Dave has added useful

information, such as bus timetables and post box collection

times, together with a photo of each box.

Material for the site can be written in Word and uploaded

within minutes. Once a user is logged on, a Dashboard page

opens where text is inserted. Clicking on the Save Draft button

and emailing Dave to say that the text is loaded will allow him to

check and publish the information. It's as simple as that.

COMMUNITY FOREST

Malvern Community Forest is

a newly formed group that

aims to recreate the Malvern

Chase. It is actively seeking

land to create a community

native woodland with full

public access. Unexpectedly,

a 19-acre site of mixed wood

and arable land owned by the

Duchy of Cornwall near

Mathon has come onto the

market. It will be auctioned at

the end of the month and

Malvern Communitty Forest is

making an appeal to raise

£30,000 in pledges that will

need to be redeemed by the

end of September. Already

£8000 has been pledged.

Anyone interested in supporting

this project should contact Phil

Hopkinson by email on

pahoppy@btinternet.com or by

phone on 574865.

The group also runs guided

walks around the Malverns

and the next one will be held

on Friday 3 September at 7pm

in an area known as Woodford

Meadows, which is behind

Malvern Youth Centre in Albert

Road North. The walk will be

followed by a barbeque. To

confirm attendance, contact

Nic Harrington by email on

wilmamh@sky.com or also by

phone on 574865.

QUIZ + FISH & CHIPS
Members are reminded that

the Society social evening will

be held on Friday 8 October at

7.30pm in the village hall. It

will comprise a general

knowledge quiz, with a break

for a supper of fish and chips

at the halfway point. The cost

of £7 per head will include a

bottle of wine (red or white) for

every table. Soft drinks will

also be provided. Tables need

to be booked through John

Boardman on 311748.


