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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

22 September 2017
AGM and talk by Malcolm
Fare on some historic
houses in the parish.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm

10 November 2017
Talk by Pamela Hurle on
Stanbrook Abbey.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm

19 January 2016
Talk by Enid Loynes on
her childhood at Upton
railway station - she was
the daughter of the last
station master; with a
display of photographs.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm

23 March 2018
The Story of Morris
Dancing, a talk by
Richard Hannah.
Village Hall, 7.30 pm

BEFORE THE RAILWAYS

In January, Dr Richard Churchley,
musician, historical researcher and
ex-deputy head, talked to us about
rural industries before the railways.

In the 17th and 18th centuries,
before the rise of the railways and
improved turnpike roads, travelling
was very limited.This meant that the
majority of things were made locally
in cottage industries and traded in
nearby market towns. To supply
people’s needs there was a
cornucopia of trades and crafts,
such as basket makers, blacksmiths,
farriers (who were often also vets),
tanners, maltsters, brewers,
shoemakers, coopers, weavers and
spinners - for both wool and linen,
butchers, bakers and millers. It was
local self-sufficiency.

Every village had a weaver who
could support seven spinners and a
card maker for the wool combers, or
carders. There was usually a water-
driven mill for fulling the cloth.
Each trade had its own name. A
cutter was a castrator; usually there
was one family who specialised in
this operation. A lath-splitter would
split strips of hazel for wattle and
daub building. A collier was a
charcoal burner in the 17th century,
but by the 18th century had become
a  coalman. The aishman or
ashman collected the ashes from
fires and then sold them to farmers
for fertilizer. Chandlers (from the
French chandelle for candle) would
make candles from animal fat.
Cordwainer came from the Anglo-
Norman/Spanish for shoemaker. 

Sawyers cut trees into planks in
a saw pit. The man guiding the saw
on the top was called the top dog
while the poor soul in the pit doing

the cutting was the under dog,
expressions we still use today.
In time the market towns grew, as
did the fortunes of the businessmen,
who built themselves houses
overlooking the market square
where they traded.

In Tudor times there were few
market halls, but after the
reformation, as towns prospered,
they competed with one another to
erect these buildings. The open
ground floor was for stalls while the
upper floor had rooms used for a
variety of purposes, from prisons to
council offices.

Every town developed its own
named area: Sheep Street, Rother
Street (cattle), The Shambles, (meat
traders). There had to be a bull ring
because by law it was deemed that
a bull had to be baited to tenderise
its flesh before it could be
slaughtered. It was only in Victorian
times that this cruel practice was
outlawed.

The arrival of the railways, canals
and industrialisation was the death
knell of these small producers.
Weaving and spinning became
mechanised. When roller mills were
invented in 1890, water and wind
mills for grinding flour became
obsolete. Tanned hides were
imported from Ireland. Bromsgrove
and Dudley manufactured nails.
Redditch became the centre for
needle making, rendering the village
of Feckenham, which started
making needles in 1690, redundant.
By 1834 Upton-upon-Severn had a
Post Office, banks and an insurance
agent. The old ways were changing
beyond recognition. 

This report can only give a brief
glimpse of Richard’s excellent and
far reaching talk.
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WORCESTER CATHEDRAL

Howard Robinson gave the Society another of his entertaining
talks in March, this time on Worcester Cathedral. Founded in
680 as a priory, the present cathedral was rebuilt on the site of
a fire-damaged church by Saint Wulfstan, who served as Bishop
of Worcester under the last two Saxon kings and the first two
Norman kings. Of the monastic cathedral that began to be
built in 1084, only the multi-columned Norman crypt with nine
different sorts of capitals survives today. It was used as a
meeting place by the monks before serving as a burial chamber.
Also from the Norman period is the chapter house of 1120, the
oldest circular example in the world, with room for around 100
monks. 

Worcester was a centre of great learning in the Middle Ages,
with monks working at desks in the cloisters illustrating

manuscripts. Today the library still
contains nearly 300 medieval manuscripts,
as well as the will of King John and a
1225 copy of Magna Carta. Some of King
John’s favourite hunting grounds were in
Worcestershire, including Malvern Chase
where he was based at a hunting lodge 
initially constructed from 1206 to 1212 and
later rebuilt as the castle at Hanley. John
was buried in the cathedral in 1216 and
the effigy on his tomb is unique: the first
true likeness of a king of England.

Most of the cathedral was rebuilt
during the period 1320-46, when the Black Death stopped work.
The 14th century pews have misericords with extraordinary
carvings, including a man warming his feet on a pot he is
stirring, a naked woman riding a goat and carrying a rabbit
under her arm, and Adam being tempted by Eve. The present
tower was completed in 1374 after the original tower collapsed
in 1175.

The building was completed
with the addition of Prince
Arthur’s chantry chapel in
1504. It was extensively
restored in the mid-19th
century by Sir George Gilbert
Scott who had tombs moved
to create a wonderful vista
through the cathedral. The
Earl of Dudley paid the
equivalent of £6m to have the
floor relaid in white Carrara
marble and black Kilkenny
limestone. Most of the fittings
and stained glass date from
this time, including the pulpit
made of Cornish marble wirh
alabaster scenes. The tower
has a ring of 12 bells cast in
1928; they are considered to
be one of the finest toned
rings ever cast. 

For the millenium, a cloister
window was etched with an
image of Bishop Wulfstan,
monks working at their desks,
the story of Piers Plowman,
and Geoffrey Studdert
Kennedy, better known as
‘Woodbine Willie’, a vicar in
Worcester and the most
famous chaplain of the First
World War. 

Hanley Castle

Available to borrow from the
Society’s achives is a unique
copy of Hanley Castle: An
Episode of the Civil Wars and
The Battle of Worcester, by
Rev. W. S. Symonds, 1883. It
is the author's own copy with
an extra 28 illustrations, four
of which were commissioned
from Charles Cattermole to
illustrate passages from the
book, including the Taking of
Upton Bridge, and the west
and east fronts of Severn End.

Bound into the book is a
14-page handwritten index,
newspaper reviews and a
letter written by Symonds to a
Mr Moore thanking him for the
use of a notebook. 

King John’s head


