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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

22 January 2016
Sentenced to beyond the
Seas - the women who
were transported from
Worcester to Australia, a
talk by David Clarke.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

18 March 2016
200 years of shopping in
Worcester, based on the
archives of Kays, a talk
by Bernard Mills.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

From Hartlebury to Heaven

Following the Society’s AGM in September, Mary Arden-Davis, a trustee of
Hartlebury Castle, took members on a break-neck tour of the bishops of
Worcester and their residence from the 13th century until 2007. A former
actress in The Archers, she delivered her talk with all the expertise and
professionalism of one well used to public speaking.

Among the many bishops to have administered the diocese, three have
been canonised and two burned at the stake. Hartlebury was turned into a
fortified residence for the Bishop of Worcester before the end of the 13th
century and its defences were completed around 1450, when the Great
Hall was built. Mary pointed out that when the castle caught fire in 1844
the fire engine from Stourport was small enough to be driven through the
Great Hall to the moat on the other side to reach water.

Much of the castle was  
destroyed in the Civil 
War and in 1675 Bishop 
James Fleetwood     
refurbished what 
remained to create a 
country mansion.

The jewel in the crown 
of Hartlebury is the Hurd 
library, which was built by 
Bishop Richard Hurd in  

The Great Hall 1782 and is considered
to be one of the most beautiful library rooms in the country. Hurd’s own
collection has been augmented
by the libraries of three other
men, Alexander Pope (poet
and second most quoted writer
after Shakespeare), Ralph
Allen (who built Pryor Park
near Bath) and William
Warburton (Bishop of
Gloucester who married Allen’s
niece and inherited his library),
and by the gift of a portion of
the library of King George III.                           The Hurd library

Anecdotes about other bishops followed thick and fast: the absentee
bishop Giulio de Medici, who became Pope Clement VII in 1523; Nicholas
Heath, who oversaw the change from Catholicism to Protestantism in the
mid-16th century; John Whitgift, who signed Shakespeare’s marriage
license in 1582; George Morley, who negotiated the return of Charles II;
Isaac Maddox, founder of Worcester infirmary, president of the Small-pox
hospital and supporter of British fisheries; John Perowne, who was said by
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war. "The loveliest thing I ever
heard", said Florence King,
"was the Midnight Mass at
Christmas 1945 when some
POWs sang Silent Night in
German. Then the war was
over."

Also on display were the
remains of a rare 14th century
aquamanile or water jug found
in the foundations of Richard
Tainton’s cottage in Hanley
Swan. Used for hand washing
at meal times, it is the most
substantial fragment of  local
pottery to survive from the
Middle Ages and may have
been an unsuccessful attempt
to copy an aquamanile seen
at the castle. A replica skilfully
made by professional potter
Cynthia Lea was shown next
to it.

UNLUCKY KING JOHN

To mark the 800th anniversary
of the signing of the Magna
Carta by King John, Howard
Robinson delivered another
entertaining talk to an
appreciative audience at the
Society’s November meeting.
He began by pointing out that
John, with three elder

Queen Victoria to have the
best legs in tights of anyone
on the ecclesiastical bench;
and William Cash, who moved
to Hartlebury from London
during the blitz and was
amazed to find all the lights
blazing at night.

Mary finished by saying
that, in her role as tour guide,
she would be delighted to
show members around the
castle on an official visit - a
suggestion that the committee
will follow up in 2016.

OPEN DAY

The theme of the Society’s
Open Day this year was the
impact of WW2 on the parish.
As well as giving brief details
of the nine men from the
parish who died during the
war and six who survived, the
exhibition included memories
of those who were children at
the time and the experiences
of some of the women who
worked on the land.

From 1943 the American
hospital camps at Blackmore
Park and Merebrook loomed
large in the lives of villagers
and there were many stories
linked to GIs and locals. 

For the last six months of
1945, the camps were used to
house German prisoners of

brothers, never expected to be
king and was brought up as
an administrator. The boys’
father, Henry II, left  England,
Normandy and Anjou to his
eldest son Henry, Aquitaine to
Richard ‘the Lionheart’ and
Brittany to Geoffrey. John
received nothing and became
known as ‘Lackland’. But
Henry died of dysentery,
Geoffrey died in a jousting
accident and Richard, after
reigning for 10 years and
bankrupting the country
because of his obsession with
the crusades, was killed in
France in 1199. 

Enter John who, Howard
argued, was more unlucky
than evil. Saddled by Richard
with massive debts, he had to
introduce new taxes to pay for
war against France, a war he
lost against a powerful ruler,
Philip II, and by 1215 he was
forced by the barons to sign a
charter of liberties, the Magna
Carta. Although most of its
clauses have since been
repealed, it still forms an
important symbol of liberty.

When John died in 1216,
his will stated that he should
be buried in Worcester,
reaffirming his close links with
the county where, at Hanley,
he had built a castle as a
hunting lodge.
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