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18 September 2015
AGM and From
Hartlebury to Heaven -
the story of the Bishops
of Worcester, by Mary
Arden-Davis.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

19 September 2015
Society Open Day looks
at the impact of WW2 on
the parish. Plus a replica
of the medieval water
pitcher or aquamanile
discovered in Hanley
Swan.
Village Hall, 10am-5pm.

27 November 2015
Howard Robinson talks
about King John and
Magna Carta.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

22 January 2016
Sentenced to beyond the
Seas - the women who
were transported from
Worcester to Australia, a
talk by David Clarke.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

18 March 2016
200 years of shopping in
Worcester, based on the
archives of Kays, by
Bernard Mills.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

Howard Robinson, a direct
descendant of Oliver Cromwell,
talked to the Society in January. As
well as explaining the ebb and flow
of the Battle of Worcester in 1651,
he did his best to dispel the myths
surrounding his ancestor - namely
that he banned Christmas, closed
theatres, was responsible for the
massace of women and children in
Ireland and was the prime mover
behind the execution of Charles I.
Howard maintained that there was
no evidence for any of this.

Born in 1599 into a moderately
wealthy Huntingdon family,
Cromwell studied briefly at
Cambridge University, but had to
leave at 18 when his father died.
Although selected as MP for
Huntingdon in 1628, he fell out with
his local councillors and retired to
become a  farmer in St Ives.
Inheriting his uncle’s estates around
Ely in 1636, he returned to politics
as MP for Cambridge when Charles
I was forced to recall Parliament in
1640.

Conflict between Parliament and
the king led to the outbreak of the

Civil Wars in 1642 and on 23
September, Powick Bridge became
the site of a skirmish won by the
Royalists - the first military action of
the war. 

Cromwell gained military
experience the following year and in
1644, as Lieutenant-General of
cavalry, he played a decisive role in
Parliament winning the Battle of
Marston Moor, repeating his
success at the Battle of Naseby the
following year. Charles’s surrender
in 1646 brought the first civil war to
an end. 

The second civil war broke out in
1648 when the king tried to regain
power by force of arms. Cromwell
put down a Royalist uprising in
south Wales and then marched to
Preston where, in sole command for
the first time, and with an army of
9000 he won a decisive victory
against a Scottish army twice as
large. When Charles was executed
in 1649, Cromwell was one of the
59 signatories to the death warrant.

Cromwell led a Parliamentary
invasion of Ireland in 1649, his
troops killing nearly 3500 men at
Drogheda in September. He is still a
figure of hatred in Ireland, his name
being associated with massacre,
religious persecution, and mass
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THE COMMON SOLDIER

In March three re-enactors from the Sealed Knot talked to the
Society about the life of the common soldier during the Civil
Wars. As commanding officer of Ffoxes Company, King’s Troop,
Paul Stanley explained that 17th century armies tended to be
fought by regiments of pikemen and musketeers supported by
cavalry and artillery. Two main tactical systems were used. The
Dutch method was based around a central pike block with
flanking ranks of musketeers up to 12 men deep in which the
front rank would fire a volley, then march to the rear to reload,
the following ranks doing the same until the front rank had
returned to its original place, by which time their guns were
reloaded and ready to fire again. 

In the Swedish system, musketeers were drilled to maintain a
continuous fire in three rows, the front row kneeling, the second
crouching and the third standing. All three ranks would fire
simultaneously to deliver a devastating salvo, the musketeers
reloading behind the shelter of the pikes before firing again. 

Using black powder and shot, a good musketeer could fire
three rounds a minute, but his powder became useless when it
rained. Although a musket ball had an effective range of 100
yards, the lack of rifling in the barrel meant that the ball spun
and veered off right or left after about 30 yards, making long-
range shooting impossible.

Sargent of Pike Roger Fairman pointed out that, because of
the cost of providing uniforms, most soldiers wore their own
clothes protected by a breastplate and helmet. Pikes were
made of ash 16-18 ft long with the final 4 ft protected by metal
bracing to prevent cavalrymen cutting the tops off. 

In a lively question-and-answer session, members learnt that
more than half the men killed in battle died up to a fortnight later
after wounds had become infected. The longbow, which might
have been a more effective weapon than the early musket, was
no longer available because, following the abolition by Henry
VIII of the law requiring regular archery training, there were few
men skilled enough in using it. Troops were often not paid, living
off the land and ransacking the towns they captured. Wealthy
prisoners would be ransomed, but the common soldier either
changed sides or was allowed to return home on pain of death if
he was captured a second time.

dispossession of the Catholic
community there.

After the Scots proclaimed
Charles I's son Charles II king
in 1650, Cromwell invaded
Scotland and smashed the
main army in September at
Dunbar. When Charles and his
Scottish allies marched south,
Cromwell gave chase and
caught them a year later at
Worcester. In the battle that
followed on 3 September
1651, Cromwell destroyed the
last major Royalist army. He
organised an envelopment
followed by a multi-pronged
attack on the city, which
involved his forces attacking
from three directions with the
rivers Severn and Teme
partitioning his army. During
the battle, he switched his
reserves from one side of the
Severn to the other and back
again using bridges of boats.
Charles barely escaped
capture and subsequently fled
to exile in France and the
Netherlands.

Cromwell did not assume
power for another two years,
when Parliament made him
Lord Protector of the
Commonwealth for life. He
died on 3 September 1658,
the anniversary of his great
victories at Dunbar and
Worcester. His legacy, said
Howard Robinson, was to lay
the grounds for parliamentary
democracy and a restrained
monarchy.

Roger Fairman demonstrates the battle formation adopted by pikemen


