
OFFICERS

President
Nick Lechmere

Tel: 07771 644927

Chair
Jenny McGowran

Tel: 311820

Treasurer
John Boardman

Tel: 311748

Secretary & Newsletter
Editor

Malcolm Fare
Tel: 311197

Programme Secretary
David Thomas

Tel: 310437

FORTHCOMING
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27 March 2015
Four re-enactors led by
Paul Stanley talk about
and demonstrate the life
of the common soldier at
the time of the Civil War.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

A YEAR ON BREDON HILL

After the Society’s AGM in September, entomologist Roger Umpelby, who
lives at the foot of Bredon Hill, shared his love of the hill’s flora and fauna
by giving a talk on what can be seen through the seasons, illustrated by a
collection of marvellous photographs he has taken over the years. 

First he sketched in some background information: Bredon is a
limestone outcrop of the Cotswolds about 6 miles long by 2 miles wide and
968 feet high topped out by a tower to make it exactly 1000 feet. The hill is
cultivated to the top, with sheep and cattle sharing the pasture with four
types of deer: fallow, mountjac, roe and red.

Springtime images of
white flowering blackthorn
and splashes of yellow from
willow and Norway maple
were followed by spectacular
clusters of white flowers from
hedgerow bird cherry,
carpets of yellow celandines,
concentrations of bluebells,
white cow parsley and red
campions. Two of the first
butterflies to appear are the
orange tip and the brimstone,
with the small tortoiseshell

making a comeback after being almost wiped out by a parasite 6 years ago.
Early summer finds the hawthorn in blossom and mining bees nesting all

over the hill. Dog roses and honeysuckle are common. The visually
attractive but unpleasant smelling hound’s tongue with its burgundy
coloured flowers can grow to 3 feet tall and is poisonous to cattle and
horses. Several varieties of orchid can be found, including pyramid, bee,
common spotted, green-winged, early purple and man. Summer is also the
time when walkers are most likely to
see  reptiles (like adders and grass
snakes), amphibians, rodents and
larger animals, such as foxes and
badgers. Two of the most spectacular
caterpillars to be found are the furry
sycamore moth with its orange hair
and spots of white surrounded by
black, and the yellow and black
striped death’s head hawkmoth
caterpillar which feeds on potatoes.

Twenty-two of the UK’s 58 species
of butterfly can be seen on Bredon,
including the dark green fritillary,
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small copper, common blue, marble white and wall. One of their
predators is the emperor dragonfly, also to be found on the hill,
together with several other types of dragon and damselfly.

In autumn ivy flowers provide the last source of food for
those butterflies overwintering; wasps and hornets also feed on
ivy. Fruit, berries and fungi in a wide variety of delicate shapes
and colours give much pleasure at this time of year.

Winter brings a different atmosphere as mists, hoar frosts
and snowfalls
change the
appearance of
Bredon and
red kites can
be seen
moving in
from the
Cotswolds.
Roger finished
by pointing out
that one of the
few plants that
still flowers in
winter is
gorse.

BRITISH COMIC PAPERS

Ray Aspden returned in November to give another entertaining
talk - this time looking back at 100 years of British comics. He
pointed out that artists working for comic papers had just one
frame in which to tell a story using a few skilfull brush strokes.
Popular characters, like Billy Bunter, Desperate Dan and Dennis
the Menace, have become part of our culture. 

Ray explained that modern
comics had their origins in
Victorian times when story
papers called “penny deadfuls”
were introduced to entertain
children. Stories told in strip
cartoon form emerged with The
Boy’s Own Paper in 1879,
Comic Cuts in 1890 and
Illustrated Chips in 1896. During
the First World War, comics
raised morale and were soon

being published every day. 
The 1930s were the golden

age of comics, competition
between Amalgamated Press
in the south of England and D
C Thomson in Scotland
producing the most popular
comics of all time, The Dandy
and The Beano. 

During the Second World
War comics were put on a war
footing with the appearance of
comic German and Italian
characters. Apparently, the
editor of The Beano was on
Hitler’s list of people to be put
in an internment camp. As late
as the 1970s, titles like Valiant
were still fighting the Germans
and Japanese. 

The silver age of the comic
was the 1950s, epitomised by
Eagle with its full colour
photogravure, fine artwork and
front-page hero, Dan Dare,
doing battle against the
Mekon. Another popular title
was Bash St Kids, which
recognised children’s desire
for anarchy. Up to this time,
comics had been aimed at
both boys and girls, but a
gender split began to open up,
with Eagle and Girl clearly
aimed at different markets.

ROMAN HANLEY

The community dig north of
Quay Lane in 2012 uncovered
much evidence of the iron
smelting that took place in
Hanley Castle for more than
two centuries during Roman
times. A ready supply of clay
for furnaces, charcoal from the
forest and iron ore shipped up
and down the River Severn
made the village an ideal site
for iron working. Examples of
slag waste retaining a sheen
of iron can now be seen at
three local sites: Hanley Swan
village hall, St Mary’s church
and the Pepperpot information
centre in Upton.

Fallow deer in Ashton Wood


