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FORTHCOMING 
ACTIVITIES

27 July 2014
Village Society Open Day. 
A chance to examine 
some of the Roman finds 
made during the dig of 
2012. And a look at some 
of the lives of local people 
who lived and died during 
WWI.
Village Hall, 10am - 5 pm.

26 September 2014
Naturalist Roger Umpleby 
gives a nature lover’s 
view of Bredon Hill.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

21 November 2014
Ray Aspden talks about 
and illustrates a hundred 
years of British comic 
papers.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

23 January 2015
An entertaining talk by 
Howard Robinson about 
Oliver Cromwell and the 
Battle of Worcester, 1651.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

27 March 2015
Four re-enactors led by 
Paul Stanley talk about 
and demonstrate the life 
of the common soldier at 
the time of the Civil War.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

STAFFORDSHIRE HOARD REVEALED

In 2009 a metal detectorist working in a field near Lichfield stumbled upon 
more than 3500 jewel encrusted gold and silver items dating from the 7th 
century. This turned out to be the largest collection of Anglo-Saxon treasure 
ever found. Now called the Staffordshire or Mercian hoard, it was the     
subject of a knowledgable talk by Saxon period enthusiast Ray Aspden. 
 He explained that northern European tribes of Angles, Saxons and Jutes 
had settled in Britain after the Romans left and were constantly fighting 
each other. By 655AD, King Penda of Mercia was the most powerful Anglo-
Saxon ruler in Britain. Ray’s theory is that the hoard is part of the war booty 
surrendered to Penda and distributed to his allies before he was killed by 
Northumbrian forces at the Battle of Winwaed.
 The hoard is unusual for being almost exclusively pieces of fighting 
equipment, heavily damaged, with a large number of gold sword hilt fittings, 
such as pommel caps and hilt plates. Many feature beautiful garnet inlays 
or animals in elaborate filigree similar in design to treasure found at the 
Sutton Hoo burial tomb.
 A sea-horse mount is one of the most remarkable pieces in the hoard 
decorated with filigree work of astonishingly fine quality - a grain of rice is 
longer than three of the spirals which can only be seen clearly under a 
microscope. Other conspicuous finds include a magnificently decorated  
helmet cheek piece, with four bands of running interlaced animals. 
Fragments of decorated silver plates found probably covered much of the 
outside of the helmet.
 The hoard, valued at £3.285 million, has been purchased by the 
Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery and the Potteries Museum & Art Gallery. 
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The Society will hold its first Open Day for 2 years on 27 July. It will have two main themes: World 
War I and archaeological finds from the parish.
 To commemorate the start of WWI 100 years ago, medals and other memorabilia will be on 
display, together with stories about local families. The names of the men who died during the war 
have long been recorded on the war memorial in St Mary’s churchyard and on a plaque in the   
village hall, but little is known about those who returned to pick up their lives in the Hanleys. 
 There will also be an opportunity to inspect some of the Roman finds made during the       
community dig of 2012, including Severn Valley ware pottery, the major part of a black burnished 
ware cooking pot and, unusual for a rural outpost, large amounts of iron waste from a foundry      
established not far from the river in the 2nd century.
 Finally, the Society’s archives will be on show, including its latest acquisitions: a watercolour by 
Albert Stevens of the Malvern Hills painted in the late 19th century from the mound at Hanley 
Castle, and a book that chronicles the bitter Lechmere family conflict between Louise (1829-1905)  
and her parents, Sir Edmund and Lady Maria Lechmere, over her conversion to Catholicism. 
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