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ACTIVITIES

27 September 2013
AGM & talk by Tom
Froggatt on the Marcher
Apple Project to restore
old varieties of apples.
The following day he will
have a stand at the Three
Counties’ Autumn Show.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

22 November 2013
The story of Defford
during the war and
beyond by Dennis
Williams, former scientist
at Qinetic and now finds
officer at Worcester
Archaeology. The Defford
Heritage Group hopes to
restore a wartime hut on
the Croome estate.
Village Hall, 7.30pm

24 January 2014
The story of the
Birmingham ‘Back-to-
Backs’ by Liz Baker. A
talk about the social
history as well as the
buildings.

21 March 2014
A talk about the Mercian
Staffordshire Hoard by
Ray Aspden - both the
artefacts and the people
who would have buried
them.

Ninety-two years ago the greatest
house contents sale ever seen in
the parish was held at Blackmore
Park mansion. The Hanleys' Village
Society has recently acquired the
sale catalogue. Extensively rebuilt in
1883 after a fire, the house had all
the facilities of an up-to-date
Victorian country mansion. Lit by gas
and with oil-fired central heating, it
included a dining room, drawing
room, library, study, morning room,
billiards room, chapel, 28 bedrooms,
a nursery wing, three bathrooms and
16 WCs. 

The property was owned by
Alfonso Gandolfi-Hornyold - Duke
Gandolfi, as he was known after
being granted his title by the Pope
for services to Catholicism. Living
abroad and uninterested in running
a country estate, he had first tried to
sell the mansion in the estate sale
of 1919, but the house failed to find
a buyer at £15,000 (£566,000
today). So in 1921 he decided to
sell the contents, amounting to more
than 1600 lots over six days. They
shed a fascinating light on the
lifestyle of the wealthy Gandolfi-
Hornyold family at the beginning of
the 20th century.

Day one covered the entrance
hall, which alone had as much
furniture as many smaller houses
and included a stuffed family dog on
a cushion in a mahogany and
glazed case. 

In the dining room the main piece
of furniture was an 18ft x 5ft
mahogany extending dining table
surrounded by 18 mahogany chairs
on castors, with seats covered in
crimson Morocco leather, and three
high-back carving chairs to match.
Diners would have been served
from a carved mahogany sideboard  

with massive plate 
glass back against one 
wall and a mahogany 
serving table of similar 
width at the opposite 
end of the room; a 
drop-leaf table, a 
three-tier dumb waiter,  
a mahogany wine  
cooler and a rosewood 
liqueur stand were also 
in attendance. The 
table was decorated

with a pair of Minton flower baskets.
On the mantelpiece were a pair of
bronze Cupids supporting gas
lamps. A Japanese screen stood at
one end of the room and an Erard
grand piano in a rosewood case at
the other. The floor was covered by
a 28ft x 16ft flower pattern
Axminster carpet and the walls were
hung with oil paintings of popular
scenes reflecting the Duke's Italian
heritage.

In the library of more than 1300
books was a hugh oak writing desk
and four walnut inlaid tables, a
Chesterfield settee upholstered in
blue plushette, gentleman's and
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and rests and several sets of
billiard and pool balls, there
were two settees upholstered
in crimson leather with
matching easy chairs. 

The magnificently furnished
drawing room included a
Sheraton satinwood Pembroke
table, a beautifully inlaid china
cabinet and secretaire, a
Boulle cabinet with a centre
door enclosing four secret
drawers, pairs of Sévres
vases, Dresden cups with
covers and old Worcester
openwork dishes, and three
pairs of flower pattern tapestry
window curtains bought by
John Vincent Hornyold at the
Paris Exhibition of 1900.  

The morning room featured
a walnut extending table, 24
carved mahogany chairs, an
oak sideboard on dolphin
supports, a Worcester vase
with a view of Malvern
College, and a semi-circular
settee upholstered in crimson
flower pattern silk brocade.

The chapel, which housed
a Metzler American organ with
12 stops, was possibly lined 
with carved oak paneling later

installed
in
Malvern
St James
school. 

Day three moved into the
north corridor, with its croquet
set and paintings of horses
and dogs. The corridor led to
a sitting room with mahogany
kneehole writing desk, six
Portuguese early 18th century
chairs, an inlaid ebonised
Florentine octagonal table with
matching cupboard and a
Broadwood piano. In an
adjoining bedroom was a
single bedstead, wardrobe,
oak chest of drawers and
washstand. Then came a

lady's armchairs a pair of
vases with mask heads and
snake handles and an 8-day
striking clock in a marble case
surmounted by a bronze
female figure holding a bird.
On a marble column stood a
2ft 9in high marble Benzoni
statue entitled Innocence
Defended by Fidelity [a similar
statue is in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York]. 

A vast 44ft x  
21ft green 
Axminster    
carpet covered 
the floor. 

The books 
were mainly 
non-fiction and 
typical of a  

country
mansion,

such as Burke's Landed
Gentry, Baedekers & Murray's
guides to the Continent,
several atlases, Gothic
Monuments of Europe, 16
volumes of the Illustrated
London News, botanical works
and art journals, as well as 12
cases plaster medallions from
European museums. 

The Gandolfi-Hornyolds
being a prominent Catholic
family, there were also
numerous religious treatises,
among them the oldest books
in the library, including a bible
of 1568 and others of 1610,
1658, 1676 and 1680.

Day two of the sale began
in the billiard room where,
apart from a full size table with
improved Eureka cushions, 11
ash cues, assorted attachments

children's dining room with
oblong mahogany table and
assorted chairs.

On the landings leading off
the principal staircase were
two sets of antique armour
with shield and spear, a satin
walnut pedestal cupboard, a
Flemish miniature carved 16th
century cabinet with three
secret drawers and cases of
stuffed birds, including two
owls, a golden pheasant and
hawk, coloured parrots,
English birds and a duck.

And so it went on through
all the bedrooms, corridors,
nurseries and servants’ rooms
until the sixth and final day
when everything remaining
was cleared from the larders,
cellars, stables, gardener's
and coachman's cottages, the
family boat and fishing punt,
more than 200 planks of oak,
ash, cedar and elm in the
sawing yard, and several
felled trees from the park. 

In 1926 the shell of the
mansion was sold to a
developer who stripped out
any remaining fixtures of value
and shortly afterwards a
mysterious fire gutted the
building and so it had to be
demolished. But the great
portico entrance was salvaged
and re-erected at what is now
Malvern St James. 

Thus did nearly 400 years
occupancy of Blackmore Park
by the Hornyold family come
to an end. 

The library

Innocence Defended
by Fidelity

Finely carved oak panel from
Blackmore Park mansion

Portico from Blackmore Park mansion
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