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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

25 January 2013
Preserving our Heritage
in Stone, a talk by stone-
mason Richard Martin.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

24 February 2013
Hanley Community Dig, a
report on the outcome of
trench excavations at
Quay Lane by county
archaeologist Derek Hurst.
With a display of Roman
finds and drawings by
Glynis Dray.
Hanley Castle High
School, 2pm.

23 March 2013
Tudor Worcester, a talk
by Miriam Hale, a
Worcester city guide.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

Stephen Ballard, the man responsible

for extending the railway from

Worcester to Hereford in 1860, was

the subject of a talk by Pamela

Hurle, following the Society's AGM

in September. 

Ballard was born in Malvern in

1804, spending his boyhood in a

house at the junction of Graham

and Moorland roads on the edge of

Malvern common. An enterprising

boy, he studied botany and got his

first job with a nursery in London

before taking a position on the Earl

of Plymouth's estate near

Bromsgrove at the age of 19. But

two years later he decided on a

change of direction and, turning

down the opportunity to work at the

Royal Botanical Gardens in Kew, he

apprenticed himself to a Cheltenham

builder. 

Then in 1827, with the help of an

influential Ledbury banker, he was

appointed Clerk to the ailing Hereford

& Gloucester Canal Company. Soon

his job evolved into that of engineer

and he spent the next 18 years

negotiating with landowners and

supervising the extension of the

canal from Ledbury to Hereford. 

At the same time he maintained a

wide interest in technical developments

and invented a number of useful

devices, including an ice-breaking

boat, a weed scorcher and a tree-

root transporter, as well as designing

a remarkable skew bridge over the

canal at Monkhide. But by the time

the canal reached Hereford in 1845,

the railways were providing stiff

competition and Ballard moved to

Kings Lynn to become resident

engineer responsible for draining the

fens. 

In 1847 came the decisive

change in his career - a job with the

railway contractor Thomas Brassey

laying railway lines. He spent much

of the early 1850s in Europe,

extending his reputation for sound

engineering. In 1854 he married and

the following year bought an estate

in Colwall from which he worked on

the line from Worcester to Hereford.

The most difficult task was to

bore a tunnel through the Malvern

Hills, the central section of which

was solid granite. This rock was so

hard that the best week’s work

recorded was 21/2 yards. Even after

the tunnel was completed in 1860,

rock falls occured at air-shafts and

eventually a new tunnel had to be

constructed. 

Ballard played an important part

in the establishment of the Malvern

Hills Conservators and was a prime

campaigner for the preservation of

common land. The last of his

remarkable achievements was the

building of Jubilee Drive from British

Camp to the Wyche Cutting in 1889,

giving the public access to the Hills.

Stephen Ballard                  
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Wilkinsons offered a

combined pruner and flower

gatherer that both cut and

held stems. Another pruner of

parrot-beak design claimed to

be the only one that did not

pinch or squeeze the shoot.

During  World War II,

increasing numbers of novice

gardeners began growing

vegetables and provided a

ready market for labour-saving

devices, such as the wheel hoe. 

But the Guests’ prize

possession, made soon after

the war, was a special

attachment for spades and

forks that allowed one-handed

digging. Called the Easi-

Digger, it was offered first to

one-armed ex-servicemen.

Another post-war product

introduced to gardeners was

the highly effective insecticide

DDT, which was sprayed over

plants by a hand-cranked

blower and later by a bellows-

operated device. DDT was

banned as a toxic pesticide in

Britain in 1984.

The Guests finished by

recommending a visit to

Waterperry Gardens in

Oxfordshire, where a wide

range of horticultural and

agricultural tools are on

display in the Museum of

Rural Life.

OLD GARDEN TOOLS

An entertaining talk by John

and Ann Guest took a look at

the history of garden tools

based on their extraordinary

collection of more than 500

items. John explained that the

first tools we know about

arrived with the Romans, who

used turf-lifters to remove

sections of turf, which were

then piled up to form hedges,

and hoes to break up the soil

prior to cultivation. 

In medieval times,

blacksmiths made dual-purpose

hoe-fork combinations, and

with the coming of the industrial

revolution double-ended hoes

began to be mass produced.

The Victorians invented

many ingenious devices,

including a two-tier rockery

fork designed to be used by

standing on one level and

digging on another. Already by

the 1850s spring-operated

secateurs were being made in

Birmingham, and hoses made

from gutta-percha allowed

large areas of the garden to

be easily supplied with water.

Clapper bird scarers used

by boys to chase birds from

one end of a field to another

gave rise to the phrase

‘running like the clappers’. A

lighter version was made for

girls to use.

The first half of the 20th

century saw an increasing

array of tools designed for the

gardener and the Guests had

brought examples of most of

them, from nine-bladed semi-

circular hedge cutters for

trimming box, yew and privet

to long-handled shears fitted

with rollers to take the weight

off the operator’s arms. 

In 1930 the cumbersome

wheelbarrow with its wooden

or iron wheel was made

obsolete by Dunlop, which

introduced the rubber tyre.

COMMUNITY DIG TALK

Late September/early October

saw the completion of the

Society’s community dig in the

field north of Quay Lane. More

than 60 volunteers took part

over 16 days supervised by

county archaeologists Derek

Hurst and Jon Webster. 

Derek and Jon will be at

Hanley Castle High School

from 2 to 4.30 pm on Sunday

24 February to talk about the

project. The meeting will start

with a video taken by David

Thomas of work during the

dig, so if you want to see what

was found and learn how

significant the site was in

Roman times, come along.

SOCIETY ARCHIVES
In its role as the focal point for

the heritage of the Hanleys, the

Society has been acquiring

local deeds whenever they

become available. We now

have seven dating from 1802

to 1903, the latest finds being

an 1817 deed of sale in which

Thomas Merryman, farmer,

sells to George Bick, miller, a

cottage, garden, orchard and

2 acres of land, formerly part

of Hanley Common, for £135;

and an 1889 indenture

whereby William Thomas Davis

of Hanley Hall mortgages a

house and one acre of land in

Gilberts End to Sir Edmund

Lechmere and his partners in

the Worcester bank Lechmere

& Co as security for an overdraft.

All the deeds, and other

archives, will be on display at

the meeting on 24 February.

NEWSLETTER
Because of the steep rise in

postal charges, newsletters

will normally be distributed by

email from now on, although

members requesting postal

delivery will continue to

receive a printed copy. 


