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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

21 September 
AGM & talk on the railway
engineer Stephen Ballard
by Pamela Hurle. 
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

30 November
Saving our History, a talk
on preserving old garden
tools and machinery by
John and Anne Guest.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

25 January 2013
Preserving our Heritage
in Stone, a talk by stone-
mason Richard Martin.
Village Hall, 7.30pm.

In the last talk of the 2011-12 season,

writer and film-maker David

Robertson gave a packed audience

of more than 80 people in the village

hall an eloquent and fast-moving

account of the crucial wartime work

done in Malvern on the development

of radar. It was 70 years ago that

the  Telecommunications Research

Establishment (TRE), with a staff of

1000, moved from Swanage on the

Dorset coast to the more secure

location of Malvern College. 

Illustrating his succinct and well-

scripted talk with numerous slides,

David outlined the complex story of

how radar was developed from the

discovery of electro-magnetic waves

in the 19th century, through the

1930s science-fiction lure of a death

ray, for which the Air Ministry offered

a £1000 reward, to the first airborne

ground scanning system that helped

make the D-Day landings possible. 

Bernard Lovell, head of the targeting

radar team and later to become a

leading figure in radio astronomy,

said that, because the scientists

working on radar were forbidden

from revealing what they did, they

faced much hostility from the people

of Malvern, who believed they made

no contribution to the war effort. 

David Robertson went on to talk

about one of the TRE team, Alex

Reeves, about whom he is writing a

book. Reeves developed a blind

bombing targeting system called

‘Oboe’, which could measure the

distance from an aircraft to a target

with pin-point accuracy and was

resistant to jamming. This precise

bombing system was later used for

humanitarian purposes to assist

food drops.

After the war, TRE moved to a

permanent site in Malvern. It was

almost closed down in the 1960s,

but after several amalgamations it

became DERA (Defence Evaluation

and Research Agency), the UK’s

largest science and technology

organisation with a workforce of

around 9000. 

The agency lay the foundations for

the information age and led the

world in infrared technology. As

David pointed out, many of the

scientists involved would have

become millionaires in the commercial

world rather than pensioners of a

government research institution.

And in 2001 the top management

did indeed become very wealthy

when DERA was split into two parts:

the global defence technology

company Qinetic, now the world’s

biggest supplier of robotic bomb

disposal systems, and DSTL, the

government’s secretive Defence

Science & Technology Laboratory.
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TEST PIT FINDS IN 2011 

In September 2011, a further 11 test pits were dug in the parish

as part of the Society’s Heritage Lottery award. Finds from

these pits have now been analysed in a report from the county

archaeology service. New discoveries included evidence for the

occupation in the 16th century of a moated site at Cygnet

Lodge, the identification of a Tudor house at Blackmore Park

and the presence of a long-established midden or rubbish dump

off the drive to Severn End. 

As in 2010, several test pits around Church End produced

17th/18th century waste material from the deepest levels,

indicating a time when coal was replacing wood as a fuel. But

there was not enough time to excavate any pit down to natural

substrate. The broad picture that has emerged from the 2010-11

test pit exercise puts Roman activity close to the River Severn

and plentiful medieval activity across the whole area. 

Specific finds included four pieces of Roman Severn Valley

ware from Herberts Farm, Malvernian cooking pot fragments

from Cygnet Lodge’s moated site, fine porcelain and

Wedgewood decorated tile from Severn End, a piece of spun

glass window pane from the original Hornyold mansion of

Blackmore House, and assorted bottles, jars and a heavy iron

cauldron from Glebe Cottage.

THE BIG DIG

During the last week in

September and the first week in

October, the Society plans to

carry out a community dig in

the field north of Quay Lane

leading down to the River

Severn. This will use up the last

of our Heritage Lottery grant.

A geophysical survey by

Stratascan two years ago

revealed several interesting

features that could date from

Roman times, including

ditched enclosures and the

outline of what might have

been a fortified farmhouse.

Field walks have also found

iron smelting slag of Roman

date and fragments of 2nd-4th

century jar and bowls.

We will use this survey to

excavate seven trenches

under supervision of the

Worcestershire Archaeology

Service and hope to discover

further evidence of Roman

occupation.

Volunteers are needed to

work on this project,

preferably for at least three

days, from 24 September to 6

October. Derek Hurst and his

team of archaeologists will

hold induction sessions every

morning at Hanley Castle High

School where limited parking

spaces will be available. 

The WI will provide

refreshments mid-morning and

mid-afternoon, and on each of

the two Saturdays the most

interesting finds will be

identified and displayed. 

Equipment will be kept in a

large container at the top of

the field where Portaloos will

be sited. 

If you have not already

offered your services and

would like to contribute to the

early history of Hanley, please

contact, Malcolm Fare, on

01684 311197 or malcolm.fare

@crossword.demon.co.uk.

Part of a porcelain jug and a Wedgwood Jasperware tile from 

Severn End

Excavation at Glebe Cottage by pupils from Hanley Castle school


