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FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES

Talks to be confirmed
will be held on the
following dates:

23 September 2011
Talk by Anthony Collis
on Inn Signs of
Worcestershire

25 November 2011
The Days of Steam, a
talk by Mike Clemens
on local railways with
historic film.

27 January 2012
Idle Women, a talk by
Vince Williams on the
life of women on the
industrial waterways of
Britain

23 March 2012
Science comes to
Malvern, a talk by
David Robertson

MADRESFIELD COURT

Madresfield is perhaps unique among English country houses in never

having been sold since it was first built nearly 900 years ago, passing down

through 28 generations by direct descent. In a talk to the Society in March

and a tour of the house in April, Brian Jauncey, a guide at the house for the

past ten years, told the story of Madresfield Court and its owners, from

Robert de Braci, who was given the land in a document dated 1120 signed

by William the Conqueror’s son, Henry I, to the Lygon family, who married

into the de Bracis in the 15th century and have lived there ever since. 

Madresfield was seriously rebuilt in Elizabethan times by Sir William

Lygon, known as ‘the Wastrel’, who brought the family to the brink of

bankruptcy by adding a Long Gallery and other rooms to the house,

retaining only the 12th century Great Hall, and lavishly entertaining his

friends. The estate had to be mortgaged and five generations were to pass

before the family finances were restored. During that time the line almost

died out, but a sole surviving daughter married a Reginald Pyndar who took

the name Lygon, and it was their son’s marriage to a Susanna Hanmer that

transformed the family fortunes, as Mr Jauncey explained.

Susanna Lygon was the distant cousin of a miserly batchelor by the

name of William Jennens, who died intestate in 1798 at the age of 97. He

had outlived all his relatives and was the richest commoner in England with

a personal fortune of around £180 million in today’s money. The litigation

that followed gave Charles Dickens the idea for the interminable Jarndyce v

Jarndyce case in Bleak House. 

Susanna eventually inherited a third of the old man’s wealth and her son

William and his wife Catherine immediately set about establishing a lifestyle
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suited to the mega-rich. They

acquired a fashionable

London house and, after the

Napoleonic wars, snapped up

the finest examples of

Continental works of art,

including perhaps the best

collection of boulle furniture in

the country. Money also bought

William Lygon the title of Baron

Beauchamp of Powick. But

Catherine was not content with

a mere barony and in 1815 she

paid George III’s private

secretary the equivalent of

£650,000 to advance her

husband from baron to earl. 

The biggest changes to

Madresfield were made in

Victorian times, when the front

of the house was remodelled

in the Gothic style and several

new rooms added in the court-

yard. The 7th Earl, a talented

artist and patron of the Arts

and Crafts movement, brought

in craftsmen from the

Birmingham School of Art to

build the Staircase Hall and

decorate the Library and

Chapel. The Hall was created

by knocking down three rooms

to accommodate a huge 14 ft

fireplace, given as a wedding

present by his brother-in-law,

the Duke of Westminster. For

the Chapel, two daughters of

the local vicar spent a lifetime

embroidering the most

beautiful altar front decorated

with gold thread and jewels.

Although he had seven

children, the 7th Earl was

homosexual by nature and

was forced into exile when his

brother-in-law threatened to

expose him. His eldest son,

the 8th Earl, died childless

and the estate, reduced from

27,000 acres at its peak to a

still impressive 6000 acres,

passed to a niece, Rosalind,

Countess Morrison. Next year,

her daughter Lucy Chenevix-

Trench and family will move

into the house.

FIELD WALK & TEST PIT FINDS

As part of the Society’s Heritage Lottery-funded Community

Education Project, the county Historic Environment &

Archaeology Service has produced reports on the two field

walks that took place in the autumn of 2009 and the 12 test

pits that were dug in November 2010. 

The first walk, undertaken by pupils of Hanley Swan

Primary School in the large field south of Quay Lane, produced

123 finds. Of these, the earliest were pieces of a 2nd century

Roman jar and two bowls of 2nd-4th century date. 

The majority of the pottery found was Malverian ware,

typically of the kind produced by kilns in the Hanley area with a

thin greenish brown glaze, dating from the late 15th to the

early 17th century. In recent years medieval and 17th century

coins have been found in this field during metal detecting.

The second walk, with pupils of Hanley Castle High School

in part of the field north of Quay Lane, yielded 653 finds, the

majority being late medieval (c. 1450) onwards. The earliest

indications of human habitation were two fire-cracked neolithic

(4000-2350 BC) pot boilers - stones transferred from a fire to a

pot to heat water. Unusually for a rural location, some iron

smelting slag possibly of Roman date was found, indicating

ironworking production not previously found outside Worcester. 

All the medieval pottery was local Hanley ware, the earliest

being a bowl rim of 14th to mid-15th century date and the

majority late 15th to early 17th century. Pieces of roofing tile

found, including both ridge and flat forms, were also medieval. 

Post-medieval pottery included slip-decorated dishes, black or

brown glazed jars and pancheons - vessels used for skimming

milk or holding grain after winnowing.

The12 1-m square test pits produced over 4000 finds,

almost half of them from a single pit at Horton Manor, Roberts

End, including a Roman shard that is the furthest west that

Roman pottery has been found in the parish. More than half

the sites revealed 13th-14th century pottery - considerable

older than the associated buildings - reflecting that many sites

have continued in occupation over a long period. 

The large quantity of medieval building material found

confirms the importance of Hanley as a centre of pottery

making. Highly fired slightly defective tile and brick, ‘seconds’,

found at Horton Manor, Roberts End, and Hobbits, Church End,

suggests the presence of kilns nearby and possibly local

recycling of material from dismantled kilns, since seconds

would have been used close to the point of production. 

A full report on the test pit finds will appear in the next issue.

A fragment of 16th c. bowl rim drawn by Glynis Dray to show the

pancheon it was once part of


